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Football Update: 


Everything Points To Improvement 


by Kirk McNair 


Hopes should be high, but 
should also be realistic as 
Bama rebuilding continues 


been a scene in a movie, someone long 

ago would have shouted, “Cut! Take 
Two!” There is no assurance that the second 
time around will be better, but most signs 
point to an improved Crimson Tide in the 
second year of the Mike Shula Era. 

That doesn’t mean space hurriedly needs to 
be made for another national championship 
trophy, but there is reason to believe Bama 
will have a much better record this season 
than the 4-9 mark of 2003. The road back to 
respectability begins September 4 when 
Alabama hosts Utah State at 6 p.m. CDT in 
Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

Frankly, one reason most expect the record 
to be better this year is because of what ap- 
pears to be a favorable schedule. Almost 
every analysis of Alabama football looks at 
the first seven games being potential victo- 
ries. While it is difficult for any team to win 
seven consecutive games, a squad coming off 
a nine-loss season would seem to be less like- 
ly to accomplish the feat. Nevertheless, 
Alabama has two non-conference opponents 
of little repute (Utah State and Western 
Carolina), traded Georgia for South Carolina 
on the Southeastern Conference schedule, 
and gets two early SEC games against teams 
undergoing major rebuilding (Mississippi 
and Arkansas). Finally, five of those first 
seven games are in Tuscaloosa. 

But improvement based on inferior compe- 
tition would be hollow. It is the goal of every- 
one involved with Alabama football to have 
improvement based on, well, improvement. 
Considerable improvement. 

It's not likely to come all at once in this 
year. NCAA sanctions crippled the program, 
as designed. There are still areas where quali- 
ty is suspect and/or where depth is razor thin. 
But overall improvement this year would 
hardly be surprising considering the circum- 
stances of last season. 

Most football teams spend more time work- 


I: the 2003 Alabama football season had 
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ing on the passing game than on the running 
game. Last year Alabama was only moderate- 
ly effective, despite some record-setting pass- 
ing by quarterback Brodie Croyle. 

As Bama moved inside the two week mark 
to the season-opener, and completed the sec- 
ond of three pre-season scrimmages, 
Offensive Coordinator Dave Rader said, “Our 
passing game is well beyond where it was last 
year. It is a positive.” 

One reason for that, Rader said, is “We have 
better pass protection than we had at any 
time last season or in the spring.” 

Although Croyle had not lived up to the 
Herculean expectations many had for him in 
his first two years, there is little doubt that 
the 6-3, 210-pound junior has considerable 
skill. If the protection is good, Rader said, 
“That gives Brodie confidence. It also gives 
him time, and when he has time he usually 
makes a play.” 

In pre-season work, Croyle was notable for 
completing almost all of his passes and get- 
ting a high percentage of touchdowns. And 
although much of the credit may go to the 


wide receivers, Croyle was also passing for 
high yardage totals. 

The most interesting battle at quarterback 
has been for the back-up job. Marc Guillon, a 
sophomore transfer who got most of the 
work in the spring, and junior Spencer 
Pennington, last year’s back-up, have both 
done well in pre-season work. 


have been hampered by the extraordinary 

turnover in the receiving corps. The top 
five receivers from last season graduated. The 
“old man” of the group is sophomore Tyrone 
Prothro, who had 16 catches for 191 yards 
last season. 

But a handful of young receivers has been 
very impressive. True freshmen D.J. Hall and 
Keith Brown were particularly noteworthy. 
And although he was delayed in reporting be- 
cause of being late in qualifying academically, 
Zeke Knight was catching up quickly as a 
play-maker, Shula said. Matt Caddell, a red- 
shirt freshman, was the odds-on favorite to 
start at split end with Prothro opening at 


| Ee in the passing game could 
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Tyrone Prothro doesn’t have a lot of experience as an Alabama wide receiver, but he has more than anyone else who will line up for the Crimson Tide against 


Utah State on September 4. Prothro has been a big play performer in Alabama's pre-season practices. 


flanker. Junior walk-on Matt Miller and true 
freshmen Will Oakley and Marcel Stamps 
continue in contention, 

While the passing game has been the focus 
of practice, it is a rare football team that 
does not want to have a strong running 
game. Alabama is no exception. 

The most impressive examples of the run- 
ning game have come in short yardage and 
goalline situations, and have come with the so- 
called “Big Load” backfield. That big backfield 
is sophomores Tim Castille, last year’s starting 
fullback, and LéRon McClain. Castille, a 230- 
pounder, moves to tailback (halfback in 
Alabama's nomenclature) in the situation with 
250-pound McClain at fullback. 

However, that is not the likely starting 
backfield. Castille will return as the number 
one fullback, used only occasionally at half- 
back (although Shula admitted that the 
more he sees of the big backs, the more he 
likes it). 

Coaches and players agree that Castille is 
just part of the combination that will fill the 
shoes left by the graduated Shaud Williams 
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at halfback. Last year the top back-up to 
Williams was Ray Hudson, and throughout 
the spring and pre-season Hudson has 
demonstrated his worthiness to inherit the 
halfback position in his senior season. 

Kenneth Darby showed flashed of excel- 
lence as a runner last fall, but was injury- 
prone. He has been flashy and durable in 
camp. 

Aaron Johns came to Bama with almost no 
reputation, but has had his moments at half- 
back. 

The offensive line is not considered to be a 
strength of the team. Indeed, it will be a 
weakness if it doesn’t avoid the injury bug. 
Left tackle Wesley Britt is showing no ill ef- 
fects of his 2003 broken leg and Evan 
Mathis has successfully made the switch 
from right tackle to left guard. J.B, Closner 
has improved tremendously at center and 
Danny Martz (see Page 14) is adequate as he 
moves up to starter at right guard. 

Kyle Tatum is a good athlete, but has 
struggled in making the transition from de- 
fensive tackle to right offensive tackle. It 
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would be a surprise if Bama did not always 
have a tight end on the right side in passing 
situations to give Tatum a little help. 

Taylor Britt is coming along as a back-up 
center, but the second team line is woefully 
inexperienced. Owing to injuries, there has 
been a bit of shuffling among the back-ups. 
Taylor Britt started out as a guard. Von 
Ewing has gone from left guard to right 
tackle and Mark Sanders from right tackle to 
left guard. 

Coaches insist the tight end will be a part 
of the offense, and several have done well at 
the position. David Cavan doesn’t practice 
every day in an attempt to keep him healthy. 
Clint Johnston has taken advantage of the 
extra repetitions and made strides as a re- 
ceiver and blocker. Trent Davidson, a true 
freshman, has had big moments in practice. 


epth is also the primary concern on 
defense, where Bama appears to be 
pretty strong one deep. The return 


of end Todd Bates is anticipated with great 
optimism, but a stinger may be the reason 
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Bates’ pre-season work was less than out- 
standing. On the other side, Mark Anderson 
has had an excellent camp and could be the 
best Bama pass-rusher in several years. 
Junior college transfer Chris Turner has had 
the same growing pains most junior college 
transfers experience. Coaches do seem 
pleased with the improvement of Chris 
Harris and Wallace Gilberry. 

Tackle is in about the same situation as 
end. When left tackle Anthony Bryant com- 
pleted his requirements for graduation and 
earned back his final year of eligibility, that 
was a critical addition to this year’s team. 
Jeremy Clark was solid at right tackle last 
year. Dominic Lee is the obvious number 
three man, but he is injury-prone. Transfer 
Rudy Griffin has been the most impressive 
of the backups, but true freshman Justin 
Britt is making strides. 

If by some chance Alabama has five defen- 
sive ends and five defensive tackles who are 
Southeastern Conference quality, that will be 
quite sufficient. Unfortunately, that is not 
likely. 

It is likely no college football team will 
put three better linebackers on the field than 
will Bama with DeMeco Ryans at strongside 


linebacker, Cornelius Wortham at middle 
linebacker, and Juwan Garth at weakside 
linebacker. Freddie Roach, the starter at 
middle linebacker last year, is backing up at 
both middle and strong. Juke King, a little- 
used junior, has been a pleasant surprise, 
but there are still questions about which 
linebackers—if any—beyond Ryans, Wortham, 
Garth and Roach will be adequate. Demar- 
cus Waldrop, Terrence Jones, and Earnest 
Nance are candidates. Freshmen Curtis 
Dawson and Jake Wingo are likely to be red- 
shirted. 

Alabama has three returning starters in the 
secondary, but only one will be playing the 
same position where he started last year. 
Anthony Madison is back at right cornerback. 
But because Ramzee Robinson (see Page 16) 
was able to handle the work at left corner- 
back in the spring, Bama was able to move 
Charlie Peprah from left cornerback ti strong 
safety and move Roman Harper from strong 
safety to free safety, where Charles Jones 
graduated. The back-ups could all be new- 
comers-true freshmen Simeon Castille at left 
cornerback, Travis Robinson at right corner- 
back, and Marcus Carter at strong safety, and 
sophomore transfer Jeffrey Dukes at safety. 


he best reason to believe the kicking 

game will be improved is to look at 

last season when new Special Teams 
Coordinator Dave Ungerer’s troops made 
progress throughout the season. Bo Freelend 
is a solid punter. The problems in the place- 
kicking game were partly those of kicker 
Brian Bostick (see Page 10), but frequently 
problems of snapping and holding. The 
holding problem was cured late last season 
when back-up placekicker Alex Fox took 
the job. The snapper job this fall is likely to 
go to Drew Lane, a junior college transfer. 

Bostick, a senior, doesn’t have an uncon- 
tested job. Freshman Jamie Christensen has 
been solid and junior Mike McLaughlin, a 
scholarship signee in 2001, has finally 
begun to show why he was a prep All- 
America. 

Christensen or back-up punter Jeff Aul is 
likely to be the kickoff man, and, as usual, it 
does not appear that Bama will be kicking 
deep into the end zone. 

A handful of wide receivers-Brandon 
Brooks, Matt Caddell, Tyrone Prothro, and 
Keith Brown-along with freshman running 
back Aaron Johns will provide punt and 
kickoff returns. 
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ootball is a game of contact, played by 

big, strong men. It’s no surprise that 

injuries are a part of football. But that 
doesn’t make it any easier for Alabama, a 
team short in numbers that is trying to pre- 
pare for the 2004 season. Among the 105 
members of the team reporting for pre-sea- 
son work, by the second week of practice 
about a third of the group had missed at 
least one day of practice because of injury. 

During pre-season practice, Shula said, 
“I'm concerned about injuries, but we have 
work to do. We coaches have to be as smart 
as we can about it, but we have to continue 
with our plan.” 

The offensive line was hit particularly hard, 
and that’s an area of not much depth. All three 
freshmen signees were injured and two of 
them-tackle B.J. Stabler (finger) and center 
Antoine Caldwell (broken foot)—had surgeries 
that will keep them out for a few weeks. 
Other offensive linemen missing at least some 
work were tackles Chris Capps, Mark Sanders 
and Cody Davis and center Travis West. 

One of the more troubling injuries is the 
hamstring pull suffered by Charlie Peprah, 
who moved from cornerback to strong safe- 
ty in the spring. He missed several days and 
Shula said it was important that Peprah get 
back to work as quickly as possible to accli- 
mate himself to the new position. 

Linebacker Freddie Roach missed the start 
of drills after undergoing late summer 
“clean up” arthroscopic surgery on his knee, 
while defensive tackle Anthony Bryant 
missed early work with an abdominal pull, 
but both were back at work in plenty of time 
to prepare for the opener. 

Wide receiver Antonio Carter, who hasn't 
practiced this fall (or for the past two years, 
for that matter), is looking more and more 
doubtful. “A.C. Carter is being re-evaluat- 
ed,” Shula said two weeks before kickoff. 
Carter, a rare sixth-year senior, has been out 
the past two years because of complications 
involving a leg injury. Shula said that origi- 
nal injury seems to be progressing well, but 
there are “residual effects.” One such effect 
is a muscle problem, and Carter is wearing a 
protective boot (soft cast) until close to the 
opening game. 

Although it seems as though there were a 
lot of injuries in the pre-season, most of the 
injuries have been minor with almost every 
player expected to return for the first game 
or soon thereafter. It is possible that Bama’s 
low number of scholarshipped players ac- 
centuates the attention to injuries. 

It was pointed out that many of the in- 
juries are to younger players and to back-up 
players. Shula agreed with that and said it 


8 


ln gene Tha 1 ge 


After missing last season with an elbow injury suffered in August camp, linebacker Cornelius 
Wortham is back for his fifth season, and he’s bigger and stronger than he was in 2002 when he had 95 
tackles. He has moved from strongside linebacker to middle linebacker and has been a team leader. 


probably wasn’t an accident. But, he added, 
“You never know when someone is going to 
be injured and injuries can happen to any- 
one.” Nevertheless, he said the team is in 
better shape than it was at this time last 
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year. “We're still not in playing shape, 
though,” he said. 

Players give credit to new Strength Coach 
Kent Johnston for being in much better con- 
dition this year. 
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NO NAME, POS 
2 Antonio Carter, FL 
3 Simeon Castille, LCB 
3 Alex Fox, H/PK 
4 Tyrone Prothro, SE 
5 Brandon Brooks, SE 
6 Marcel Stamps, SE 
6 Damien Jones, WR 
7 Will Oakley, SE 
8 Freddie Roach, MLB 
8 Adam Thrash, QB 
9 Anthony Madison, RCB 
9 A.J. Milwee, FL 
10 Carlos Andrews, S 
10 Jay Battle, SE 
11 Matt Caddell, FL 
12 Brodie Croyle,QB 


CL 


Sr 
Fr 
Sr 
So 
Jr 
Fr 
Fr 
Fr 
Jr 
Er 
Sr 


HT 
5-9 
6-1 
5-9 
5-8 
5-4 
6-3 
6-1 
6-1 
6-2 
6-4 
5-9 


Fr 5-10 


Jr 


13 Spencer Pennington, QB Jr 


14 Jeff Aul, P 
15 Brian Bostick, PK 


So 


6-1 
6-1 
6-0 
6-3 
6-4 
6-2 


Sr 5-11 


16 Cornelius Wortham, MLB Sr 
So 5-10 


17 Ramzee Robinson, LCB 
17 Zach Golson, QB 

18 Marc Guillon, QB 

18 Danny Barger, SS 

19 Tim Castille, FB/HB 
19 Justin Ballard, S 

20 Marcus Carter, SS 

21 Bo Freelend, P 

21 Matt Grice, SS 

22 D.J. Hall, FL 

22 Ben Rose, RCB 

23 Jake Wingo, WLB 

23 Kyle Bennett, SLB 

24 Travis Robinson, RCB 
25 Aaron McDaniel, $ 
25 Jeremy Schatz, P 

26 Charlie Peprah, SS 
27 Ray Hudson, HB 

28 Aaron Johns, HB 

28 Jamie Christensen, PK 
29 Theo Townsend, HB 
30 Bryan Kilpatrick, SS 
30 Patrick Eades, P 

31 Greg McLain, TE 

31 Forress Rayford, S 

32 Chris James, S/LCB 
33 LéRon McClain, FB 
34 Kenneth Darby, HB 
34 King Gladney, MLB 
35 DeMeco Ryans, SLB 
35 Patrick Gordon, FL 
36 Eric Gray, RCB 

36 David Steakley, SE 

37 Matt Miller, FL 

37 Ryan Wilbanks, RCB 
38 Josh Smith, FB/HB 

39 Brandon McAway, HB 
40 Ken Vandervoort, SLB 
41 Roman Harper, S 

42 Juwan Garth, WLB 
43 Jeffrey Dukes, SS/RCB 


Fr 
So 


6-1 


6-2 
6-3 


Fr 5-11 
So 5-11 
Jr 5-11 


Fr 
Sr 


6-1 
6-4 


Sr 5-11 


Fr 
So 
Fr 
So 


6-3 
5-9 
6-0 
6-2 


Fr 5-10 


Fr 
Jr 


6-1 
5-7 


Jr 5-11 
Sr 5-11 
Fr 5-10 


Fr 
Fr 
Jr 
Fr 
Jr 


6-0 
5-9 
6-4 
6-2 
6-2 


Fr 5-11 


Sr 
So 


6-0 
6-1 


So 5-11 


Jr 
Jr 
Fr 


6-1 
6-2 
6-6 


Fr 5-11 
Jr 5-10 


Jr 
So 


6-3 
5-8 


Sr 5-11 
So 5-10 


Fr 
Jr 
So 
So 


6-3 
6-1 
6-2 
6-3 


44 Demarcus Waldrop, WLB Fr 5-11 
Sr 5-10 


44 Matt Ragland, SE 
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(Subject to change) 


HOMETOWN 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Birmingham 
Pensacola, Fla. 
Heflin 
Birmingham 
Brantley 
Prichard 

Ponte Vedra Bch, Fla 
Killen 

Little Rock, Ark. 
Thomasville 
Boaz 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Oak Hill, Va. 
McCalla 
Rainbow City 
Fayette 
Daleville 
Cullman 
Calhoun City, Miss. 
Huntsville 
Prattville 

Chico, Calif. 
Tuscaloosa 
Birmingham 
Eutaw 

Ft. Payne 

Eutaw 
Tuscaloosa 

Ft Walton Bch, Fla. 


Rochester Hills, Mich. 


Tuscaloosa 
Boaz 
Tuscaloosa 
Ft. Payne 
Homewood 
Plano, Texas 
Bonifay, Fla. 
Thomasville 
Norcross, Ga. 
Antioch, Tenn. 
Monroeville 
Birmingham 
Lineville 
Mobile 
Albany, Ga. 
Northport 
Huntsville 
Bossier City, La. 
Bessemer 
Houma, La. 
Trinity 
Huntsville 
Rainbow City 
Grayson, Ga. 
Birmingham 
Anniston 
Anniston 
Prattville 
Decatur 
Oxford, Miss. 
Pinson 
Huntsville 
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45 Juke King, MLB 

46 Mike McLaughlin, PK 

46 Allen Long, LDT 

47 Mark Anderson, RDE 

47 Drew Lane, SN 

48 Curtis Dawson, MLB 

50 Justin Britt, RDT 

51 Evan Mathis, LG 

52 Taylor Britt, LG 

53 Brent Nall, SLB 

54 Justin Johnson, LDE 

55 Terrence Jones, SLB 

56 Todd Bates, LDE 

57 Earnest Nance, MLB 

58 Kyle Tatum, RT 

59 Antoine Caldwell, C 

60 Von Ewing, LG 

61 BJ. Stabler, RT 

62 Dawson Brown, RT 

63 Mark Sanders, RT 

65 Derrick Duke, LG/SN 

66 Bennett Traylor, SN 

67 J.P. Adams, RDT 

67 Joey Bragg, C 

68 Al Jefferson, RG 

69 Nick Emfinger, SN/P 

70 Wesley Britt, LT 

72 Chris Capps, LT 

73 Justin Moon, RG 

74 JB Closner, C 

75 Cody Davis, LT 

76 Travis West, C 

78 Nick Esposito, LDT 

79 Danny Martz, RG 

80 Trent Davidson, TE 

81 Keith Brown, FL 

82 Marcus McKnight, FL 

83 Will Roach, SE 

84 Ezekiel Knight, SE 

86 Tramayne Wright, LDE 

87 David Cavan, TE 

88 Clint Johnston, TE 

89 Nick Walker, TE 

89 Will Denniston, TE 

90 Rudy Griffin, RDT 

90 Barrett Earnest, TE 

91 Chris Harris, RDE 

92 Wallace Gilberry, LDE 

93 Matt Collins, MLB 

94 Keith Saunders, LDE 

96 Dominic Lee, LDT 

97 Anthony Bryant, LDT 

98 Chris Turner, LDE 

99 Jeremy Clark, RDT 
David Brown, OL 
Jason Grammar, PK 
Brent Greer, WR 
Tyrone King, CB 
Joseph McPhillips, P 
Darion Payne, QB 
CJ. Rhody, PK 
Josh Smyth, FB 
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CE 
Jr 
Jr 
So 
Jr 
Jr 
Fr 
Fr 
Sr 
Jr 
Fr 
Fr 
So 
Sr 
Fr 
So 
Fr 
Jr 
Fr 
So 
diy 
Fr 
Fr 
So 
Fr 
Fr 
Fr 
Sr 
Fr 
Fr 
Jr 
Fr 
Fr 
Fr 
Sr 
Fr 
Fr 
So 
Fr 
Fr 
Fr 
Sr 
Jr 
Fr 
Fr 
Sr 
Fr 
So 
Fr 
Fr 
Fr 
So 
Sr 
Jr 
So 
Fr 
Fr 
Fr 
Fr 


2004 Alabama Football Roster 


HT 
6-2 
6-2 
6-2 
6-5 
6-1 
6-1 
6-4 
6-5 
6-4 
6-0 
6-2 
6-0 
6-4 
6-1 
6-7 
6-3 
6-5 
6-4 
6-5 
6-7 
6-3 
6-2 
6-3 
6-3 
6-2 
6-3 
6-8 
6-5 
6-5 
6-4 
6-7 
6-3 
6-2 
6-4 
6-5 
6-3 
6-2 
6-1 
6-3 
6-3 
6-5 
6-4 
6-5 
6-2 
6-0 
6-3 
6-5 
6-2 
6-1 
6-3 
6-2 
6-3 
6-3 
6-3 
6-7 
N/A 
6-3 
5-9 


Fr 5-10 


Fr 
Fr 
Fr 


6-3 
6-0 
6-0 


HOMETOWN 
Theodore 
Gautier, Miss. 
Addison 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Braxton, Miss. 
Hoover 
Cullman 
Homewood 
Cullman 
Andalusia 
Tuscaloosa 
Northport 
Heflin 
Courtland 
Prattville 
Montgomery 
Troy 

Grove Hill 
Harvest 
Ashville 
Manassas, Va. 
Pensacola, Fla. 
Northport 
Columbus, Miss. 
Mobile 

Kemp, Texas 
Cullman 
Jonesboro, Ga. 
Guntersville 
San Antonio, Texas 
Tuscaloosa 
Laurel, Miss. 
Tampa, Fla. 
Gaithersburg, Md. 
Brewton 
Pensacola, Fla. 
Callahan, Fla. 
Killen 
Wedowee 
Anniston 
Tuscaloosa 
Wetumpka 
Brundidge 
Mobile 
Hepzibah, Ga. 
Loretto, Tenn. 
Tuscaloosa 
Bay Minette 
Pinson 
Willingboro, NJ. 
Birmingham 
Newbern 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Daphne 
Harvest 
Birmingham 
Boaz 
Adamsville 
Cullman 
Birmingham 
Stuart, Fla. 
Birmingham 


Brian Bostick: 


Vi 


ues 


by Kirk McNair 


Senior placekicker spent 
summer “reconstructing” 
his form in goal to improve 


ed either in joy or despair for hundreds 

of thousands of people. Moreover, sup- 
pose you had to do that job in front of 
80,000-90,000 people watching, and not 
watching quietly. Additionally, suppose the 
success or failure of your job depended on 
the performance of others. Finally, suppose 
you had to do this job at the age of 22 or so. 

Now you're in the shoes-the football kick- 
ing shoes-of Brian Bostick. 

A football placekicker is one of those posi- 
tions that can offer the ultimate glory—Van 
Tiffin vs. Auburn in 1985 or Philip Doyle vs. 
Tennessee in 1990-or the goat’s horns. 
Bostick, a fifth-year senior from Cullman, 
has not yet had that heroic kick to win a 
game, but he has had the misfortune to be 
the kicker of record on a few misses that 
have proved costly. 

Unlike fans, Bostick can’t dwell on them at 
the time. 

“Certainly, 'm going to look at tape and 
analyze what happened and try to learn from 
mistakes,” Bostick said. “But right after it 
happens is not the time for that. You can’t 
think about successes or failures until after 
the game. You've got to keep your head in it 
and be prepared for the next opportunity.” 

Bostick has been particularly involved in 
analysis in the summer prior to his final sea- 
son at Alabama. Because of rules restricting 
coaching time, that summer work had to be 
mostly self-analysis and correction. The re- 
sult will be a change in his kicking form this 
fall. 

“It is so subtle I don't think it will be no- 
ticeable to fans,” the 5-10, 215-pound Bos- 
tick said. “It’s primarily a matter of not tak- 
ing such a long jab-step (the first move of a 
placekicker with his plant foot, the left foot 
in Bostick’s case). I talked to a coach who 
consults with NFL kickers and he gave me 
some basic things and drills to make me 
more accurate. He said a shorter jab-step 
would help in balance.” 

The result? 

“I'm hitting the ball better with more accu- 
racy,” he said. 

Just getting the tip is not enough. Bostick 
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also had to practice during the summer. 
There are some things a placekicker can do 
by himself with a football holding device, 
but a placekick is a matter of teamwork—a 
team within the team consisting of snapper, 
holder, and kicker. 

“I was fortunate in that several snappers 
were here this summer and they were willing 
to work with Alex and me,” Bostick said. 
Alex is Alex Fox, a placekicker himself who 
took over as holder late last season. 

“Alex was really solid,” Bostick said. “And 
we've got several good candidates for snap- 
per.” 

Nick Ridings, the snapper the past few 
years, graduated. David Sears was the snap- 
per in the spring, but he did not report for 
early preseason camp. Junior college transfer 
Drew Lane and freshman Bennett Traylor 
were working with the kickers in August 
with freshman tight end Trent Davidson also 
getting a look. 

Bostick put in plenty of work in the sum- 
mer. “It's sort of like a baseball pitcher,” he 
said. “You have to be careful to not overkick, 
just like a pitcher has to be careful not to 
overthrow. That means getting quality work 
when you do work. You have to know your 
body, know when you need to rest. But you 
do have to do the work.” 


ave Ungerer, the assistant coach who 
D=« as coordinator of special 

teams, said, “Brian spent a lot of time 
on it this summer. He looked at a lot of 
videotape from last year and from the spring. 
He looked at the good and the bad, but 
mostly the bad, to see why he missed. He 
was willing to break it down and start all 
over to correct those things that cause a 
miss.” 

Ungerer said the work really started in the 
spring and progress was made. “He was real- 
ly open to reconstructing himself as a kicker 
and working hard on drills to improve.” 

The coach said that Bostick kicked more in 
the summer than might be usual. “But it 
wasn't a usual summer, because he was mak- 
ing changes,” Ungerer said. “And he had to 
do it mostly on his own. He's a diligent, 
hard-working kid.” 

The coach also noted that Bostick has not 
been without success. “He doesn’t need a 
huge turn-around,” Ungerer said. “He hit 15 
field goals, two of them 48 yards, so it’s not 
like he hasn’t done well. He just needs more 
consistency. 

“Last year he hit about 64 per cent of his 
field goals,” Ungerer said. “We'd like that at 
about 80-85 per cent.” 

Bostick said he had looked at every kick 
from practice and games in an attempt to 
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make adjustments to improve accuracy. 
“Sometimes you can’t see why you missed,” 
he said. “And sometimes you wonder how 
you made it.” 

He said he learned a lot about himself by 
studying both makes and misses. 

Although he had a couple of missed field 
goals in the A-Day Game, Tide Head Coach 
Mike Shula said that overall Bostick had a 
good spring. And he said that Bostick is the 
placekicker going into preseason work. 

Bostick’s top competition is coming from 
freshman walk-on Jamie Christensen. 


ostick, who is wearing number 15 this 
B= after having been in number 22, 

accounted for 81 points last season, 
second to Shaud Williams’ team-leading 96 
points, as he hit 16 of 25 field goals and 33 
of 37 extra points. And while its the misses 
against the likes of Arkansas and Tennessee 
in games that were lost in overtime, and a 
blocked extra point that proved to be the 
difference in an ignoble loss to Northern 
Illinois, almost everyone agrees those misses 
cannot all be put on the kicker. 

Bostick just shrugs at the notion of sharing 
or placing blame. He's looking ahead, not 
back. But that doesn’t mean he wouldn't like 
to try at least one kick again. “The one at the 
end of the Tennessee game,” he said. “I'd 
like another shot at that one.” The 47-yard 
attempt missed and the game went to over- 
time-actually, five overtimes-where Tennes- 
see finally won. Bostick did make three field 
goals (and scored 13 points) in that game. 

Bostick said his goal this year is to make 
all of his extra point attempts and at least 85 
per cent of his field goals. He said he consid- 
ers his “realistic range” to be 55 yards. Last 
year he hit six of 10 attempts over 40 yards, 
including long kicks of 48 yards against both 
Arkansas and Tennessee. 

As for the “team” aspect of the placekick- 
ing unit, Bostick said it is “standard” that 
from the moment of the snap to the kick 
being away is no more than 1.2 seconds. He 
said he starts his motion when the holder 
raises his hand to take the snap, but said, 
“That becomes instinct when you get into 
rhythm with the snapper and holder.” 

After being redshirted in 2000 and not 
playing in 2001, Bostick took over as Bama’s 
placekicker midway through the 2002 sea- 
son. That year he made six-of-eight field 
goals and four-of-five extra points. He said 
the most exciting moment of his career is his 
first game, against Southern Miss, when he 
hit a 39 yard field goal in his debut. He also 
scored 12 points in a 30-12 romp over the 
Razorbacks. 

Bostick had a football background and an 
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Alabama background before walking on at 
Bama. “Both my parents were Alabama gradu- 
ates and | started coming to Alabama games 
when I was a little kid,” he said. “Fall was al- 
ways an exciting time for us.” 

Bostick played football with current Tide 
teammates Wesley and Taylor Britt for Coach 
Mike Bates at Cullman High School. “We 
scored a lot of touchdowns and didn’t try 
many field goals,” said Bostick. Bostick was a 
part of many of those touchdowns as a re- 
ceiver. He held six school records, including 
receptions, receiving yards, and yards-per- 
catch. 

And in his final prep game, his coach al- 
lowed him to try a 48-yard field goal. Bostick 
made it. 

Bostick, who also played soccer and basket- 
ball, admits that he sometimes misses being 
an every down player in football. “That's be- 
cause I’m so competitive,” he said. 

An Academic All-SEC performer who is 
now on scholarship, Brian earned his degree 
in electrical engineering last December, just 
days before the death of his mother, Betty. He 
is now pursuing a master’s degree in electrical 
engineering with hopes of working in the 
space industry one day. 


Back for his fifth year, Brian Bostick has worked 
hard to eliminate mistakes in his kicking form. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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“THE TURNING OF THE TIDE” 


SERIES II (1968-1975) 
A Limited Edition Print of an Original Charcoal Painting 


D.L. Taylor Artwork is recognized by ESPN 


This is the 2nd print of the 3 Volume set which spans 25 years of 
Alabama football history with Coach Bryant and several key players. 


The Turning of the Tide focuses on the unforgettable years of 1968 
to 1975. Alabama turned from mediocrity to dominance. It was the 
age of tear away jerseys, the first African Americans in Crimson, a 
new wishbone offense, and another National Championship. This 
classic print has 22 of Bama’s greatest players. 


The player autographs for this Series are: 
#22 All American RB Johnny Musso and One of the winningest 
QB in Bama history #10, Terry Davis. 


Limited edition of 1,000 prints; only 500 are signed by Johnny 
Musso and Terry Davis. 


3 collector coins add.....$195 


each print is signed and numbered by the artist and comes with a 
collectible key card and certificate of authenticity. Applicable tax 
and shipping added. 


ORDER TODAY WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 


CALL TOLL FREE 1-877-356-8741 
WWW.DLTAYLORART.COM 
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DODGE 


IND US. 


INTRODUCING THE DODGE SRT SERIES: Welcome to an all-new world of performance. A bold statement—but there’s never 

been a line of vehicles more capable of backing it up. The Viper SRT-10 and Ram SRT-10' share an asphalt-scorching 505 cu-in V10. 
i And the SRT-4 is the fastest car under $21,000! This series, however, isn’t about bragging rights. It’s about taking race-inspired 
technology to the next level. And leaving everything else behind. Visit dodge.com or call 800-4ADODGE. 


*Select dealers. Limited quantities. tLate availability. #8ased on 0-60, MSRP excludes tax. 


Danny Martz: 


His Time rr Te: Have Come 


by Greg Wallace 


It took a while, but senior 
is number one in fifth year 


the Alabama offensive line. That month, 
former Crimson Tide Football Coach 
Mike DuBose signed what would become the 
core of a very successful offensive line. Wesley 
Britt. Evan Mathis. Justin Smiley. 
And, of course, Danny Martz. Danny Martz? 
Even casual fans know what Britt, Mathis 
and Smiley have meant to the Alabama offense 
the past three years. Barring injury, Britt and 


| Br: 2000, was a banner month for 


REPELLENT 
PATCHES 


Biting Insect Protection For Up To 


36 HOURS! 


BUGOFF Patches deliver a natural supplement 
for up to 36 hours through the skin reducing or 
preventing most insect bites. The Thiamin 
based formula is ALL NATURAL 


100% Money Back GUARANTEE 


Convenient Protection From Insect Bites 
Without The Smell or Mess of Sprays 


www.bugoffpatch.com 
1-877-268-5413 
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Mathis should finish their college careers this 
fall as four-year starters. And Smiley is fighting 
for a starting job on the San Francisco 49ers’ 
offensive line after spending three standout 
years on Alabama's line before becoming a sec- 
ond-round NFL draft pick last spring. 

Most of that time, Martz has toiled in the 
background. Sweating through practice after 
brutal practice. Getting aches and pains just 
like his classmates. With no tangible re- 
ward—until now. 

Late last season, Martz got the first two 
starts of his Alabama career. And as his senior 
season begins, he has finally locked down a 
starting role alongside his friends as the Tide's 
number one right guard. 

Martz is proof that patience-lots of it—has its 
rewards. 

“Seeing them start, it’s hard to handle,” 
Martz said of watching his classmates start for 
three years. “You've just got to keep working 
and hopefully, you'll be up with them. I just 
waited.” 

Coming out of high school at DeMatha 
Catholic in Gaithersburg, Maryland, Martz 
was quite accustomed to success. His junior 
season, DeMatha went 12-0, winning a 
Maryland state championship. As a senior, 
Martz was an all-state selection and a highly 
recruited offensive line prospect. 

But when he reported to Alabama the fol- 
lowing summer, cold, hard reality smacked 
him in the face. Suddenly, Martz was just an- 
other body, lost in a group of players of simi- 
lar size and ability. 

“You were the big fish in high school,” said 
Martz, “and now you're coming here and 
you're the small fish.” 

This particular fish had plenty to learn. 
Martz found the college game far more com- 
plicated than high school. 

“One of the biggest things was just the men- 
tal game,” he said. “Your offense here is so 
much bigger, your playbooks are three times 
the size of what they were in high school, and 
you have guys that are bigger than you.” 

For three years, Martz fought for playing 
time-and mostly lost. In his first three seasons 
on campus, he played in a grand total of six 
games, with his biggest playing time eight 
snaps in a 2002 rout of Vanderbilt. 

Some players might have become bitter and 
dismayed about such a fruitless effort. But 
Martz had a feeling his time was ahead. He 
just had to wait. 

“1 knew it would come,” he said. “I just had 
to wait for the opportunity. It’s a big jump 
from high school to college, I had to learn a 
lot of things coming here, and coming to 
Alabama is where you learn from the best. 
That's the main reason why | came here. If 
you can play at Alabama, you know you're 
pretty good.” 

His time, as it turned out, was early last 
November. 

Martz started proving himself when Smiley 
went down with a foot injury in mid- 
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September. That gave Martz 23 snaps at left guard against Kentucky, the 
most he'd had since high school. 

It also showed Alabama's coaches that he could fill a starting role if 
necessary. 

When Dennis Alexander couldn't go at Mississippi State because of a 
sprained left ankle suffered in a 51-43 five-overtime loss to Tennessee, 
Martz got the nod. 


Mississippi State. Martz didn’t know until just before the 11:30 
a.m. kickoff that Alexander wouldn't play. But he had readied 
himself for that eventuality the entire week. 

“The whole week you're going in there, preparing to start, but it might 
not happen. But you've got to go in prepared as the starter. 

“The game before, I'd played against Tennessee in all of the overtimes. 
That was a great experience-it helped out being thrown into the mix. | 
was prepared to be the starter in the next game, but didn’t know if 1 
would be.” 

On his first drive, Martz tasted sweet success. Alabama got the ball 
first, and on second down, the offensive line broke, allowing the 
Bulldogs to smash through for a sack. 


Ts weeks after the Tennessee game, Alabama was ready to play 


But one play later, 
Croyle found senior 
receiver Zach Fletcher 
down the right side- 
line on third-and-16. 
Fletcher took it 86 
yards to the end zone 
and Alabama led 7-0. 
The Tide never trailed 
again in an easy 38-0 
rout, and Martz played 
every single snap. 

Martz said, “I'll al- 
ways remember good 
things about that day, 
including that first big 
pass play for the touch- 
down.” 

Martz started the fol- 
lowing week against 
LSU before ceding his 
starting spot when 
Alexander returned at 
Auburn. But he'd built 
a foundation for his 
final shot at glory. 

He entered spring 
practice penciled in as 
the starter at right 
guard. He ended it with 
his name in ink. 

“I told myself, ‘I’m 
not going to lose it,” Martz said. “It was my last go-round, and I said, 
‘Tm going to make the most out of the opportunity I can.” 

Once he knew his position was secure, Martz started bonding with his 
teammates. After workouts, he, Britt and Mathis hung out, building the 
connection that will hold the line together this fall. 

For four years, Martz had supported them. Now, they returned the 
favor. 

“I got a lot of good positive support from them,” he said. “I came in 
with them and we've gone through the same stuff. Maybe I haven't start- 
ed, but we've all gone through everything, and gone through it with 
each other.” 

Mathis said Martz has been a vital part of the line throughout his ca- 
reer. 

“T look at him as having just as much experience as us,” Mathis said. 
“You can't look at Danny as an inexperienced player. He knows the sys- 
tem just as well as anyone else. He's going to hold that position down 
just fine.” 

And now that Martz finally has his moment in the spotlight, he'll soak 
up every second. 


Danny Martz is looking forward to being num- 
ber one at right guard in his final Tide season. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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What would you do 


if you had extra cash? 


Home [ 
Improvement? 


Vacation? 


Consolidate 
Debt? 


Loan America, Inc. 
continues to help 
thousands of 
families lower their 
monthly mortgage 
payments everyday. 


Best Rate Anywhere: 


2.45%* 


$80,000 $314.02/moh $150,000 $588.79/moah 
$100,000 $392.53 / month $250,000 $981.32/ month 


Let us help you! Call us now! 
Slow Credit... 
No Income Verification... 


Cash Out for any reason... 


No Problem! 
| = LOAN AMERICA, INC. 


YoU DESERVE A BETTER LIFE. 


*Subject to change and qualification as of 01/01/04. Based on 1 month, LIBOR index, 2.75 APR 


Refinance today! 


Call 1-800-667-0486 today! 


www.loanacrossamerica.com 
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Ramzee Robinson: 


Hard Work 
Is Ticket 
To Success 


by Mitch Dobbs 


One of most popular Tide 
players has also become 
one of best Bama players 


amzee Robinson is absolutely one of 
Re most personable and likeable 

members of Alabama’s football squad. 
And quietly, Robinson might also be on his 
way to becoming one of the best players on 
the Crimson Tide's defense. 

Robinson has been swatting away pass at- 
tempts throughout the beginning of fall 
practice from his left-side cornerback posi- 
tion. And in the “feast or famine” position, 
Alabama's coaching staff is relying on him to 
be healthy and productive in the coming 
weeks of the season. But in Robinson's case, 
what he doesn’t know won't hurt him a bit 
in 2004. 

It's a safe bet that Robinson, considered by 
coaches and teammates to be one of the 
hardest working players on the squad, won't 
believe any of the hype he gets from either 
fans, media, teammates, or coaches leading 
into the start of the season. 

“I’m real hard on myself so I'm not going 
to say it’s been a great fall,” Robinson said. 
“We can all get better as a unit. I have to 
continue to learn from watching film and do 
what I’ve been doing. Studying film and hay- 
ing an idea of the opponent gives you an ad- 
vantage going into game day. Just studying 
our receivers helps in practice.” 

Robinson had a mundane 2003, playing in 
13 games, making 23 tackles, with four 
passes broken up and one caused fumble. 


Ramzee Robinson was used primarily as the 
nickel back in passing situations last year as a 
redshirt freshman. In the spring he showed 
enough improvement to take over at left corner- 
back. Kent Gidley Photo 
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Sophomore cornerback Ramzee Robinson was a high school quarterback. His move to starting left cor- 
nerback enabled Bama coaches to make some important changes to shore up the secondary. 

Ken Gidley Photo 
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GREAT PAIR 


The Khaki Pair the Coaches Wear! 
Fineline cotton trousers in Kahki and 
natural 

Sizes: 32-46 
Walking Shorts 


$85” 
$65° 


Also, we now have Official Alabama Belts 
Sizes 34-44 
Basic Belt 
$49” 


plus tax, shipping 


Lizard Print 
$59” 


Tipped Belt 
$59” 


The Lachewr 


1218 University Boulevard * Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 


Call Toll Free 
1-800-749-0992 
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Most of Robinson's snaps came in the “nick- 
el” package, when Alabama used five defen- 
sive backs on the field in passing situations. 

“I feel like it started with film study,” 
Robinson said. “Going into last year I wasn’t 
studying film as much as I needed to and | 
learned my lesson from going through the 
season. | had kind of an up-and-down year, 
but I still feel like 1 had a pretty good sea- 
son.” 

The 5-10 sophomore from Huntsville has 
added about 12 pounds of muscle to his 
frame in the off-season, from 180 last season 
to 192 now. “I did it mostly because I feel 
like | wasn’t at a good enough weight to per- 
form the way that I wanted to,” he said. “1 
feel like this year I’m going to be more ag- 
gressive and to do that I had to put on more 
weight.” 

Robinson is expected to be one of the 
players that the Alabama coaching staff will 
not have to fret over too much this fall. 

“Physically, Ramzee has made himself a lot 
better football player,” Defensive Backs 
Coach Chris Ball said. “As a redshirt fresh- 
man we threw him into the mix as the nick- 
el guy. You run a nickel in there and every- 
body knows that’s your fifth best defensive 
back, so they’re going to pick on him. 

“He was a little inexperienced so he took 
some licks, but if you look at the second half 
of the season he played really well for us.” 


ut Robinson must live up to his po- 
B= this season in order for the 
Tide to have an improved secondary. 

Alabama is depending on Robinson to play 
like a veteran at left cornerback. In fact, the 
Tide coaches decided after a spring scrim- 
mage that he had done well enough to en- 
able some changes in the secondary. 

Entering the spring of 2004, Alabama's de- 
fensive secondary returned three of four 
starters, cornerbacks Charlie Peprah and 
Anthony Madison, and safety Roman 
Harper. But with three-year starting safety 
Charles Jones departed after the 2003 sea- 
son, Coach Ball was looking for answers. 

Meanwhile, Robinson was having an out- 
standing spring as the second-string left-side 
cornerback, drawing recognition from the 
Tide coaches during most of the Tide’s 
spring drills. And after he had three tackles 
(one for loss), one interception and a 
blocked field goal in a March 7 scrimmage, 
the Alabama staff had seen enough. They de- 
cided to move Charlie Peprah, the starter at 
left cornerback the previous two years, to 
strong safety to fill the soft spot, and pro- 
moted Robinson to first-string corner. 

“The coaches just made that decision 
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based on what's going to help the team,” 
Robinson said. “Charlie Peprah is a great 
player. He is experienced and he’s a good ath- 
lete. Honestly, I don’t know a position he 
can’t play.” 

The position swap was on a trial basis at 
first, but Robinson has continued to earn the 
spot at corner, and Peprah has adjusted well 
to a position he had played in high school 
(Although Peprah has been slowed by a ham- 
string pull this fall). 

“It was a confidence builder for me,” 
Robinson said. “Coming from playing nickel 
and second-string, | felt that was my oppor- 
tunity. My goal now is to take advantage of 
the opportunity I have going into fall.” 

Robinson was given the Bobby Johns Most 
Improved Defensive Back award following 
spring practice, as well as the Jerry Duncan “I 
Like To Practice” award—no coincidence. “1 
go to every practice wanting to work hard,” 
he said. “My deal with football is that | don’t 
take days off. 1 give 110 per cent and leave it 
all out on the field for each practice.” 

“No one has worked harder,” Alabama 
Head Coach Mike Shula said when asked 
about Robinson during the Tide's first week 
of fall practice. “Ramzee Robinson was mak- 
ing a lot of plays in the spring. We're about 
putting our best players on the field but they 
will have to continue to earn it.” 

Robinson has held up well in the fall, too, 
clearly the best at pestering wide receivers in 
one-on-one and team drills early on in fall 
practice. In addition to the hours of practice 
during fall camp, the squad matches or ex- 
ceeds that amount of time together in meet- 
ings, an area where Robinson sees more im- 
portance than he did a year ago. “We're meet- 
ing on whatever it takes to get better—mis- 
takes we made in previous practice, and new 
things to help us win ball games,” he said. 

Ball reiterated the key to Robinson's perfor- 
mance. “He has outworked everybody,” Ball 
said. “He’s the hardest working player out 
here. He just works his tail off.” 


nd though he might be the hardest 
Aw out of over 100 players on 

the roster, he said he’s not the hardest 
worker in the family. Robinson’s father, 
Edward, is a chef and his mother, Fedetrice, 
is merchandise stock clerk. 

“My mother and father gave me my work 
ethic,” he said. “A lot of people think I work 
hard, but my parents work a whole lot harder 
than I do. Naturally, that’s where it comes 
from. My mom and dad are just good, aver- 
age Americans, working hard every week.” 

Outside his parents, Robinson has some 
impressive role models in football in All-Pro 
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corners Dre’ Bly (listed at 5-10, 185) of the 
Detroit Lions and the New England Patriots’ 
Ty Law (5-11, 200). “I keep up with them be- 
cause it's something to strive for,” he said. 
“Hopefully one day, Lord willing, I will make 
it to The League.” The League, of course, is 
the National Football League-It needs no ad- 
ditional name designation by today’s aspiring 
league members. 

Robinson said he sees room for improve- 


ment in his game, and that he tries to work on 
eliminating weaknesses every day at practice. 
He said the area for the most improvement is 
something that begins in the film room. 

“I need to improve mostly just reading the 
receivers and finishing the plays,” he said. “I 
had a tendency of really not reading the re- 
ceiver and more just looking at the quarter 


Continued on Page 32 
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Gottfried Taking Cautious View 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Elite Eight finish of 2004 
put into perspective 


Alabama Basketball Coach Mark 
Gottfried was determined to tell every- 
one outside the locker room that his team 
“isn’t very good right now.” Most people 
were convinced after a 70-67 loss to Vander- 
bilt in Coleman Coliseum on February 18. 
Gottfried’s masterful motivational efforts 
last year paid off big, however, as the 
Crimson Tide finished 2004 better than any 
Alabama men’s basketball team in the 
school’s history. This year he’s billing his 
“Elite Eight” squad with four returning 
starters as no better than third-best in the 
Southeastern Conference Western Division, 
less talented and experienced than Missis- 
sippi State and LSU in his estimation. 
“Mississippi State is the most experienced 
group,” Gottfried said. “LSU has enough 
pieces to be a tremendous team. Mississippi 


FB: day one of the 2003-2004 season 


State and LSU are the two that are out there 
in front of everybody else (in the SEC 
West).” 

At a late summer up-date meeting with 
Crimson Tide beat writers, Gottfried said, 
“l’m not buying all this high expectation 
stuff. We've got a lot of questions.” 

Gottfried said his top two concerns for the 
coming season are the health of all-star for- 
ward Kennedy Winston and the point guard 
position, where the Tide is replacing two se- 
niors, Antoine Pettway and Demetrius Smith, 
with two freshmen, Ron Steele and Glen 
Miles. 

Winston had arthroscopic left knee surgery 
on June 3 in Birmingham to clean up some 
scar tissue in his knee left over from a previ- 
ous surgery on the same knee. Winston ex- 
perienced pain and swelling throughout last 
season after originally having surgery on 
September 11, 2003. 

Gottfried said he is hopeful that Winston 
will be able to resume running, working out 
and playing in pick-up games in about a 
month, Trainer John Mohr said that the staff 
is taking a “real conservative approach” to 
Winston's rehabilitation this time. “There’s 
no need for him to pound on it when he 
doesn’t have to,” Mohr said. 

Winston has ballooned from a 220-pound 
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playing weight to 238 pounds. He said im- 
proving his conditioning will be his main 
concern once he’s cleared to play. 

Winston also said that playing at less than 
100 per cent physically last year helped him 
become a more intelligent basketball player. 
“I think 1 got smarter as a basketball player 
being hurt,” Winston said. “Not being able to 
use my athletic ability as much, I had to use 
my smarts.” 

On question number two, concerning the 
point guards, Gottfried said he doesn’t expect 
to have to move an upperclassman to the 
point position to take up some of the slack 
left by departed Antoine Pettway. Gottfried 
said he expects Ron Steele and Glen Miles to 
battle for the starting point guard slot, while 
Al Weber will be in the off-guard position. 

“I think we'll learn a lot in Alaska (at the 
‘Great Alaska Shootout’ tournament),” 
Gottfried said. “We'll have two freshman 
point guards playing on the road against 
Alaska (to open the tournament). That trip is 
going to teach us a lot.” 

The tournament begins on November 24. 
“I think (Steele and Miles) will be good 
enough as freshmen, but they'll still be fresh- 
men,” Gottfried said. 

Rising sophomore Chuck Davis, who start- 
ed 32 of the Tide's 33 games last year, said 


Kennedy Winston had an all-star season and 
Alabama a Cinderella year in 2003-04, but an 
injury to Winston is only one of the concerns 
for this year’s Crimson Tide basketball team. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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that he’s noticed a different “buzz” when 
talking with people about this year’s squad 
than he did this time last year. Davis said he 
and his teammates are determined to avoid 
the trap of high expectations, however. 

“Sometimes it creeps into your mind but I 
think we have a strong-minded team and we 
can look around those things and when we 
a the court it’s a different story,” Davis 
said. 

Gottfried will continue his RPI and fan- 
friendly scheduling, bringing John Cheney's 
Temple Owls into Coleman Coliseum as well 
as East Tennesee State, which was an NCAA 
tournament team last year. The Tide will play 
on the road at Wisconsin, and at Charlotte. 

Alabama will face Alaska-Anchorage in the 
opening round of the Great Alaska Shootout, 
and could face any of the other teams in the 
tourney: Washington, Oklahoma, UMass, 
Minnesota, Utah, Furman and High Point. 


summer honor for the recuperating 

Winston was being named to the John 

R. Wooden Award Preseason All- 
America Team. The 50 players on the list are 
considered to be the frontrunners for college 
basketball's most coveted trophy, the John R. 
Wooden Award. At midseason, the list will 
be pared to 30 and finally pared for a nation- 
al ballot toward season's end. 

“This list represents the elite of college bas- 
ketball,” said Wooden Award chairman Doug 
Llewellyn, “and our entire team at the 
Wooden Award is excited to see the best 
players in the nation battle it out in order to 
prove their case as basketball's player of the 

ear.” 

Winston, a junior forward from Prichard, 
was an All-SEC selection by the league's 
coaches in 2004 and was named the SEC 
Player of the Week three times last season. 
He led Alabama in scoring with his average 
of 17.1 points a game. He averaged 5.5 re- 
bounds. Despite coming back from Septem- 
ber 2003 knee surgery, Winston started in all 
33 games for Alabama, leading it to the 
NCAA Elite 8 and a 20-13 record. 


labama picked up its first commit- 
ment for the 2004-05 year in early 
ugust when the Tide landed an out- 
standing junior college guard. Ray George, a 
6-4 point guard out of Atlanta, committed to 
sign with the Crimson Tide. George attended 
Georgia Perimeter last season where he was 
an all-region selection after taking his team 
to the nationals in Hutchinson, Kansas. 
George attended prep school at Coastal 
Christian and had been announced as likely 
to sign with Cincinnati. However, he went to 
Georgia Perimeter and had a very good 
freshman season. “My coach challenged me 
to average a double-double,” George said. 
The final numbers: 21 points and 10.5 assists 
last season. 


ost of the upcoming recruiting at- 
tention for Alabama basketball will 
be on Richard Hendrix, the 6-8, 


250-pound power forward from Athens High 
School. Hendrix, who averaged 22 points per 
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game last year, is considered one of the top 
players in the nation, so good that Bama’s top 
competition could turn out to be the NBA. 

The NBA has been more aggressive the past 
few years in adding players from the high 
school ranks. Otherwise, it is believed that 
Hendrix is interested only in Alabama and 
North Carolina. 

Alonzo Gee, a 6-5, 180-pound small for- 
ward from William T. Dwyer High School in 
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida, has made an 
unofficial visit to Alabama. Gee, who aver- 
aged 12 points per game last year, is also 
considering Florida, Maryland, LSU, Miami, 
and North Carolina-Charlotte. 


Bama is also thought to be involved with 
wing Jamont Gordon, 6-4, 215, of Glencliff 
in Nashville, Tennessee; forward Tyler Smith, 
6-6, 210, of Giles County High School in 
Pulaski, Tennessee; and guard Lewis Clinch, 
6-3, 185, of Crisp County High School in 
Cordele, Georgia. 

Some Alabama prep stars getting a look 
from Alabama and other colleges include 
guard John David Gardner, 6-4, 160, of 
Homewood; power forward Yamene Cole- 
man, 6-9, 215, of Wilcox Central in Camden; 
guard George Drake, 6-3, 200, of Calera; and 
power forward Trey Hampton, 6-7, 215, of 
Hoover. 
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Cross Country Outlook: 
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Depth And Consistency Are Keys 


y Mitch Dobbs 


Newcomers important for 
men; women must run 
close together for success 


he cross country season, beginning 

| September 3, might sneak up on 

many. But the time has come quickly 

for one of the men’s squad’s most valuable 
members, Peter Etoot. 

Etoot, a soft-spoken junior from Nakuru, 
Kenya, ended his 2004 season less than 
three months ago when he was eliminated 
in the 800-meter run at the NCAA Champi-- 
onships on June 12. He represents Alabama 
in cross country in the fall, indoor track 
from January through March, and outdoor 
track through the spring and into the sum- 
mer, well after most of Alabama’s student- 
athletes have begun vacation. 

Not surprisingly, Etoot said it was tough to 
turn his attention to off-season training after 
a setback at the NCAA championship meet. 

“Coming from nationals and that disap- 
pointment, it was pretty hard to start train- 
ing again,” he said. “My dream was this year 
to go to the Olympic trials but after nation- 


als I didn’t have the heart to continue; my 
morale was a little bit down. So I decided to 
come and take some classes and start train- 
ing slowly.” 

Still, Etoot woke at five o’clock most 
mornings this summer, before it got too hot, 
for a one-hour run around campus. At seven 
o'clock in the evening, Etoot went out for 
another one-hour run after the heat of the 
day had somewhat subsided. In between, 
though, all Etoot had to do was go to work 
at his summer job, with the maintenance 
crew at Bryant-Denny Stadium, and attend 
class at The University. With that schedule, 
its no wonder he prefers the nine-month 
competitive season to the “off” season. 

“It's pretty hard in the summer,” Etoot 
said. “It takes a lot of mental stability to run 
on your own. In cross country, basically, you 
depend on your teammates - all five of you. 
When you slack behind you know your 
team is counting on you. It actually depends 
on how the whole group performs.” 

Alabama’s men and women will open with 
a meet hosted by Belmont in Nashville. 
Men’s Coach Joe Walker said his squad has 
three runners with All-SEC capabilities. In 
addition to Etoot, sophomore Gaiting Kara 
from Decatur and Kevin McDonough from 
Auburn return to lead the squad. 
Unfortunately, The Tide will have to develop 
the two more runners it takes to comprise 


Alabama's cross country season begins in early September. Kevin McDonough will be among the lead- 
ers of the men’s team, while the women count on Tara Enebak (left) and Julie Hicks. 
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the five times needed to make up the team 
score. 

“We get started so early, in essence we 
have to kind of train through the early por- 
tion of the schedule,” Walker said. “We're 
forced into that by the NCAA. Id rather race 
later. We don’t know what's going to be there 
until we get these freshmen guys in and see 
what happens.” 

Walker is still working to bring in some 
support for his top three runners. The Tide 
finished fourth in the SEC a year ago, and 
finished second to Arkansas in 2001 and 
2002 (the Razorbacks have won 13 straight 
SEC cross country titles). Remaining in the 
upper-third of the league would probably be 
considered a success in 2004, but Walker 
said he will know more about his squad a 
month into the season. 

“October is the heart of the schedule with 
the Notre Dame Invitational,” he said. “That 
is a huge meet these days and that will let us 
know where we are. Kara, Etoot, and Mc- 
Donough have All-SEC talent,” Walker said. 
“Obviously, we're going to approach it from 
the aspect that somebody will step up, but 
right now I couldn’t tell you a name,” he 
said. “We had a lot of stuff fall through late 
in recruiting. I’m now trying to push to fill 
those spots for January so we're not in the 
same spot next year. We were constantly 
competing against Arkansas in the last four 
years for the SEC title, and now that we’ve 
gone back a little. I've got to do a good job 
to get us back where we need to be.” 

One of the goals for the men as well as the 
women is to have a good finish at NCAA re- 
gionals, which the Tide will host at the for- 
mer Harry Pritchett golf course. The Univer- 
sity closed the golf course earlier this year. 
Future plans for that site are in the works, 
but for now it makes a perfect running park 
for cross country. Alabama will host the 
Crimson Classic 5K meet on September 17, 
and the 6K NCAA Regional meet on 
November 13. 

“We're really excited about the situation 
out there now because it’s like a cross coun- 
try park just for us,” Walker said. “It’s true 
cross country, really rolling hills. It’s not 
manicured down where the footing is like 
running on a carpet. It’s similar to what 
Arkansas would have. There are very few 
schools in the country that have a cross 
country type facility and we’re treating it 
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yeaa lselly He 
like that now. What happens in a year or 
two is another matter but that will be our 
home this fall.” 


n the women’s cross country side, 
On Steve Keith is hoping to con- 

tinue a steady improvement his 
squad has made over the past few years. The 
women’s cross country squad finished ninth 
a year ago after finishing 10th and 11th the 
previous two seasons. But Keith sees 2004 
as a continuation of a program on the rise. 

“We'll try to move up one spot right now,” 
he said. “The way recruiting is going | could 
see a more dramatic jump the following 
year. The way the plan is going as [ar as 
adding more scholarshipped runners that 
will probably come in the fall of 2005.” 

The squad has some quality depth, with 
six runners who will compete for the five 
spots. If the Tide is lacking in any area, it’s a 
great front-runner. 

“We're really going to try to be within 20- 
25 seconds between our first and our fifth 
runner,” Keith said. “If we do that and have 
a good day we'll place well.” 

The Tide women were led last year by two 
freshmen, Tara Enebak of Auburn and Julia 
Hicks of Ottawa, Ontario. Enebak was the 
team’s MVP in 2003 and was ranked as the 
sixth best freshman in the SEC. Hicks and 
Enebak traded places at the front of the 
Tide’s pack throughout the season. Keith 
said that freshmen Elizabeth Wancowicz of 
Mobile and Megan Carnes of Calhoun, 
Georgia, had impressive track seasons in the 
spring that will help them in the upcoming 
cross country season. “That core of four 
freshmen last year is going to be a nucleus 
of the team as sophomores,” Keith said. 

Blair Davis, a junior from Birmingham, 
will be a team captain for the upcoming sea- 
son, and is expected to contribute to the 
team score. In addition, the Tide welcomes 
the return of Virnetta Greene of Birming- 
ham, who was forced to redshirt a year ago 
due to calf injury. 

A main focus for Keith will be on instilling 
a winning attitude. “Knowing that they can 
compete in the SEC and be at that level has 
been a learning experience for them,” Keith 
said. “Virnetta Greene has finished in the 
top 30, and Tara and Julia up in the front. 
We should have six runners within 20 sec- 
onds of each other and that will be empha- 
sized in training. I know that we're not 
going to have the really low number but 
when I see one, I'll see five or six, and that 
will be a real treat.” 
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Date Opponent 

Sept. 4 Utah State 

Sept. 11 Mississippi 

Sept. 18 Western Carolina 
Sept. 25 Arkansas 

Oct. 2 South Carolina 
Oct. 9 Kentucky 


Tennessee 
Mississippi State 


Auburn 


NCAA Tournament 
First & Second Rounds 
@ campus sites 
Regionals 


Seattle, and Green Bay 
Dec. 16- Finals 
Dec. 18 @ Long Beach, Calif. 
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Southern Miss (Homecoming) 


SEC Championship Game 


2004 Volleyball 


Date Match Central Time 
Sept.1 Alabama A@M 7:00 
Crimson Tide Invitational 
Sept.3 College of Charleston 12:30 
Sept.3 Xavier 7:00 
Sept.4+ Montana State 1:30 


Sept. 7 Florida State 7:00 
Texas-Arlington Invitational 
Sept. 10 Texas-Arlington 7:00 
Sept. 11 Arkansas-Little Rock 5:00 
Sept. 14 Birmingham-Southern 7:00 
Indiana Invitational 
Sept. 17 Indiana 7:00 
Sept. 18 Pittsburgh 10:00 am 
Sept. 18 Kent State 5:00 
Sept. 22 Auburn 7:00 
Sept. 24 @ Kentucky 6:00 
Sept. 28 @ Southern Miss 7:00 
Oct.1 @ Georgia 6:00 
Oct.3 @ Florida Noon 
Oct.8 LSU 7:00 
Oct. 10 Arkansas 1:30 
Oct. 15 South Carolina 1:30 
Oct. 17 Tennessee 1:30 
Oct. 22 @ Mississippi State 7:00 
Oct. 24 @ Mississippi 1:30 
Oct. 29 @ Arkansas 7:00 
Oct. 31 @LSU 1:30 
Nov.5 Mississippi 7:00 
Nov.7 Mississippi State 1:30 
Nov. 10 @ Auburn 7:00 
Nov. 14 Kentucky 1:30 
SEC Championships 
Nov. 19-21 @ Gainesville TBA 
SEC-C/USA Challenge @ Baton Rouge 
Nov. 26 Houston 5:00 
Nov. 27 Tulane 5:00 


@ Louisville, Minneapolis, 


2004 Alabama Football Schedule 


Site Central Time/TV 
Tuscaloosa 6:00/PPV 
Tuscaloosa 8:00/ESPN2 
Tuscaloosa 6:00/PPV 
Fayetteville TBA 
Tuscaloosa TBA 
Lexington TBA 
Tuscaloosa 2:00/PPV 
Knoxville TBA 
Tuscaloosa TBA 
Baton Rouge TBA 
Tuscaloosa TBA 
Atlanta 5:00/CBS 


Date 
Aug. 27 
Aug. 29 


2004 Soccer 


Match Central Time 
Alabama A@M 7:00 
@ Birmingham-Southern 4:00 


James Madison Invitational 


Sept. + 
Sept. 6 


Sept. 10 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 24 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 1 

Oct. 3 

Oct. 8 

Oct. 10 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 17 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 29 
Oct. 31 


James Madison 12:30 
American University 10:00 am 


Troy State 7:00 
UT-Chattanooga 1:00 
Alabama-Birmingham — 7:00 
Jacksonville State 1:00 
Florida 7:00 
South Carolina 1:00 
@ Kentucky 6:30 
@ Vanderbilt 2:30 
Mississippi 7:00 
Mississippi State 1:00 
@ LSU 7:00 
@ Arkansas 1:00 
Georgia 7:00 
@ Tennessee 1:00 
@ Auburn 7:00 
Mississippi Valley State 1:00 


SEC Championships 


Nov. 3-7 @ Orange Beach 


NCAA Tournament 


Nov. 12-28 @ campus sites 


2004 Cross Country 


Date 
Sept. 3 


Sept. 17 
Oct. 1 


Oct. 11 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 30 
Nov. 13 


Nov. 22 


Meet 

Belmont Invitational 

@ Nashville 

CRIMSON CLASSIC 
Notre Dame Invitational 
@ South Bend, Ind. 
Auburn Invitational 
Mississippi State Invitational 
SEC Championships 

@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
NCAA South Regional 
@ Tuscaloosa 

NCAA Championships 
@ Terre Haute, Ind. 


Starr Still Ranks Among Greatest 


by Erik Stinnett 


Pro success compensated 
for frustrating Bama career 


art Starr, even to casual football fans, 
Be=s one of the most famous play- 

ers in National Football League histo- 
ry. He will forever be the legendary Green 
Bay Packers quarterback for the legendary 
Coach Vince Lombardi. 

With Starr at the controls, Green Bay won 
five NFL championships and the first two 
Super Bowls (they weren't called Super 
Bowls then) ever played. Starr earned MVP 
honors in both those games, played in 1967 
and 1968. He also scored the winning 
touchdown in one of the NFLs most famous 
contests, the Packers’ 1967 playoff win over 
Dallas in what will forever be remembered 
as the “Ice Bowl.” 

Yet, when asked about his memory of the 
details of any of these games, Starr's recol- 
lections head in a different direction. 

“What you remember most as a player 
about your playing days are the people you 
had around you,” he said. “I’m a firm believ- 
er that it’s your teammates and the coaching 
staff who impact you the most. Those are 
the memories that are most powerful, and 
we were blessed to be with some very spe- 
cial people.” 

Bart Starr figured it out a long time ago. In 
a life of accomplishments, honors, exciting 
events, and thrills, and, on the other side, 
crushing disappointments, he relies on rela- 
tionships. And that is part of the reason that 
after being a leader on the football field, he 
has been a leader in business, in his commu- 
nity, and in his church. 

Ironically, few sports fans outside the state 
of Alabama realize he played for the 
Crimson Tide before his extraordinary NFL 
career. 

Six of Starr’s closest friends during his 
days at Alabama were Bill Oliver (the uncle 
of the Bill Oliver who became a football 
coach), Cecil “Hootie” Ingram, Tommy 
Lewis, Harry Lee and former high school 
buddies, Bobby Barnes and Nick Germanos. 

Starr has maintained a close friendship 
with his old college pals. It’s no surprise that 
when discussing Starr, his friends speak 
more to his admirable attributes as a person 
than to his greatness as an athlete. 

“You couldn't find a finer person than Bart 
Starr anywhere in the world,” Ingram said. 
“He's got a dry sense of humor, he’s a very 
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Bart Starr 


polite person, and he’s helped a lot of people 
along the way-and he does it without much 
fanfare.” 

Added Oliver: “He’s the nicest human 
being I've ever known in my entire life-and 
that’s no exaggeration. Every time I’ve ever 
been around him, he’s treated everybody 
with just the greatest amount of respect, no 
matter who it is. We're prone sometimes to 
say bad things about people we don't like, 
but Bart’s different. He never says ugly 
things about people. Instead of saying some- 
thing ugly, he just doesn’t say something 
good.” 

A perfect example of that non-retaliatory 
approach to life involves the story of Starr's 
final season at Alabama. After a promising 
first two seasons, followed by an injury- 
plagued junior season, Starr was looking 
forward to ending his collegiate career on a 
high note. Much to his disappointment, 
first-year coach J.B. “Ears” Whitworth never 
gave him the chance. 

Lee said, “when he came in, he told Bart 
and our other senior quarterback, Albert 
Elmore, ‘Don’t expect to play much this year 
because y'all are seniors, and I’m rebuild- 
ing.” 

Whitworth’s start-from-scratch philosophy 
didn’t stop with the quarterback position ei- 
ther. Alabama's entire 1955 senior class was 
basically unceremoniously discarded, and 
the result was an embarrassing 0-10 record. 

“Most of us seniors didn’t play much that 
year,” recalled Starr, who, despite his back- 
up role, led the team in passing with 587 
yards. “We kind of laugh about it now be- 
cause, looking back, we're not sure how any 
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of us lettered that year because we didn’t 
play enough.” 

While lingering feelings of bitterness 
would be understandable in such a case, 
Starr expresses only a matter-of-fact attitude 
toward what happened. 

“Those are just decisions people make,” 
Starr said of Whitworth’ action. “You have 
to live with them and adjust to them. How 
we react to things like that is a reflection of 
our attitude. Most of the talent we have is 
God-given, and He allows us opportunities 
to develop strong attitudes to go along with 
those talents. Sometimes, we just have to 
move on.” 


ome things, like the senior season 

snub, become much easier to put be- 

hind when a far greater trial requiring 
far greater inner strength and resolve arises. 
For Starr and his wife, Cherry, that trial 
came in 1989 when their 24-year-old son, 
Bret, died. 

“Losing our son was the greatest disap- 
pointment we've experienced as a family,” 
Starr said. “We've had to work to get beyond 
that, and our lives are better now than they 
were 15 years ago. There will always be a 
memory, but we've tried to keep a positive 
attitude. You must not let it affect you in 
negative ways or it can destroy your life.” 

Starr’s life today is, for the most part, a pic- 
ture of joy. The 70-year-old spends as much 
time as possible with his wife, their son, 
Bart, Jr., 46; daughter-in-law, Martha; and 
their three granddaughters, ages 21, 19 and 
15. 

Bart and Cherry, who celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary this year, like to play 
mixed doubles tennis with friends on the 
weekends, and Bart and Bart Jr., who attend- 
ed Alabama on a golf scholarship, enjoy get- 
ting together for an occasional round on the 
links. Bart and Cherry are also active in the 
local United Methodist Church. 

And just because Starr is now in his 70s 
doesn’t mean he’s retired from the work 
force. Starr is the chairman of the services 
arm for Healthcare Realty Trust. “What I do 
is oversee the service/management team and 
try and maintain a strong working relation- 
ship with our people out in the field,” Starr 
said. “We also travel a lot since we're in 30 
states.” 

Starr's business could be located anywhere. 
Following Bret’s death, he chose to move his 
offices from Milwaukee to Birmingham so 
he and Cherry could be near Bart, Jr. Bart Jr., 
who now shares an office building with his 
father, runs his own investment business. 


Be: in Birmingham also affords Starr 


the chance to attend Alabama football 
and basketball games. “I'm an avid fan 
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and a strong supporter,” Starr said. “I think 
(Athletics Director) Mal Moore has done an 
excellent job.” 

Starr, a lifelong basketball fan, also has 
high praise for both Basketball Coach Mark 
Gottfried and Football Coach Mike Shula. 
The important thing regarding Shula, he 
said, is that alumni and fans need to be pa- 
tient and enthusiastic with him and the en- 
tire football program in light of what's hap- 
pened in recent years. 

This spring Shula named an award for the 
most improved quarterback after Starr (after 
some flap in which Starr's name replaced 
that of Sylvester Croom on another award). 
“It's obviously an honor to be remembered, 
but the important thing is what's best for 
Coach Shula and the football program,” 
Starr said. 

Starr almost wasn’t an Alabama player, He 
was hotly-recruited by a very good recruiter 
at another Southeastern Conference school. 

“Our high school coach had played for 
Coach (Paul) Bryant at Kentucky, and | was 
giving serious thought to going to Kentucky, 
too,” said Starr, a Montgomery native. 

As a freshman, Starr appeared to be on 
course for a standout career at Alabama. A 
year earlier, he and several of his freshman 
teammates received some unexpected play- 
ing time during the Tide's 61-6 thrashing of 
Syracuse in the Orange Bowl, and the fol- 
lowing season Starr, who also played defen- 
sive back, really began coming into his own 
as Alabama’s starting quarterback. He threw 
for 870 yards and tossed eight touchdowns, 
helping the Tide go 6-3-3 and win the SEC. 

It was clear Alabama had found itself a 
true student of the game in Starr. 

“He prepared himself better to play than 
anybody I've ever seen,” Ingram said. “He 
was very dedicated, very disciplined and he 
spent a lot of time on his mechanics-every 
move, every step. He worked and worked 
until he got it down.” 

Tommy Lewis speaks equally glowingly of 
Starr, remembering him as a true leader at 
Alabama. That was illustrated clearly to 
Lewis during a game in 1953. “He was a 
sophomore and I was a senior,” Lewis said. 
“When we got in the huddle, | told Bart, 
‘You've got to get me the ball,’ and I told him 
the play to run. He turned to me and said, 
‘Shut up, Tommy. I'm calling the plays.’ I 
didn’t mess with him anymore after that.” 


hings started to go downhill for Starr 

| and the Tide in 1954. A back injury 

sustained while punting slowed Starr, 

and Alabama's record dipped to 4-5-2, the 

Crimson Tide's fewest wins since going 4-4 
in 1910. 

“The more I practiced, the worse it got,” 
Starr said of his back. “I ended up in trac- 
tion quite a bit. It was not a pleasant experi- 
ence.” 

Starr recovered just in time to be relegated 
to spot duty as a senior. It wasn't exactly the 
type of two-year roll conducive to attracting 
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NFL scouts. As Starr put it, “It wasn’t much 
of a résumé.” 

Starr's passion for basketball helped him 
get into the NFL. During his time at 
Alabama, Starr not only attended Crimson 
Tide basketball games, he attended many of 
the practices, too. That led to a friendship 
with Alabama Basketball Coach Johnny Dee, 
who knew the Green Bay Packers personnel 
director, Jack Vainisi. 

“Johnny told Jack, ‘If you have to use your 
last draft choice, take Bart Starr. He's a dia- 
mond in the rough,” Lee said. “That's exact- 
ly what the Packers did. They had 17 draft 
choices, and they took Bart with their 17th 
pick.” 

For Starr, the opportunity to play for a sto- 
ried franchise like the Packers was nothing 
short of a dream come true. 

“I'm a history buff and a traditionalist, so 
naturally | was overwhelmed and thrilled to 
be able to play there,” he said. 

Starr backed up Tobin Rote as a rookie be- 
fore assuming the starting role the following 
year. As far as those first two Super Bowls, 
what Starr remembers most is the thrill of 
being able to represent the NFL against the 
upstart American Football League. For Starr, 
another thrill of playing pro football was the 
chance to compete against and get to know 
“great people.” One of his all-time favorites 


was Baltimore Colts quarterback Johnny 
Unitas. 

Starr retired in 1971, served as the Packers 
quarterbacks coach in 1972 and then 
worked for CBS Sports in 1973 and 1974. 
When the Packers asked him to be their 
head coach in 1975, he accepted. He was let 
go in 1983 after compiling a 52-76-3 record. 

“I learned a great deal serving as head 
coach, but it wasn’t the most pleasant expe- 
rience,” said Starr, who remains a Packers 
fan. “It was one of those things you have to 
put behind you and move on. I had not 
planned to coach so | was not that well pre- 
pared, but I couldn't say ‘no’ to an organiza- 
tion I dearly love. That's why I accepted the 


job.” 


Starr, who, as a player in the NFL, was a 
partner in an automobile business during 
the off-season, went to work full-time in the 
industry after his nine-year coaching stint. 
He entered the healthcare real estate busi- 
ness in the late 1980s. 

The former Tide quarterback who 
achieved NFL greatness is no longer in the 
spotlight. But he’s not forgotten either. 
Individuals like Starr, who put people above 
their profession, seldom are. 

“Bart Starr is the perfect gentleman,” Lewis 
said. “Of course, he’s also as tough as nails as 
he proved at Alabama and Green Bay.” 
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Football Recruiting: 


The Big Men Of Alabama Preps 


by Andrew Bone 


Linemen, linebackers, and 
tight ends in Alabama are 
high priorities in recruiting 


s long as the game of football has 
At played, there has been a premi- 

um on athletes who are larger than 
average. That's because football success de- 
pends so much on the big men, the guys in 
the trenches as they are known: offensive 
and defensive linemen; headhunting 
linebackers; and tight ends. 

Each month during football season we 
look at a group of senior high school foot- 
ball prospects. Traditionally, our first report 
is on the big men in the state of Alabama, 
and that’s the way we begin this year. 

This is not Alabama’s recruiting list, but it 
is certain that Bama is interested in some of 
these and some of these are interested in the 
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Crimson Tide. It is also possible there are 
big men in Alabama high schools who will 
become prospects later and who are not on 
this list. 

Our report is by position. 

TIGHT END 

The state of Alabama does not have a 
shortage of top-flight tight end prospects. 
Blue-chippers, such as Tommy Trott, Gabe 
McKenzie, Charles Hoke, and Careg Bonner 
have received offers from numerous colleges 
across the country. 

Tommy Trott, of Trinity Presbyterian in 
Montgomery, may be the best of this very 
fine bunch. The 6-4, 240-pounder, who has 
been clocked at 4.8 seconds in the 40-yard 
dash, is listed by the Insiders.com as the 
sixth best tight end in the country and has 
been selected as the number one player in 
Alabama by The Birmingham News. As a ju- 
nior, Trott caught 57 passes for 1,163 yards 
and 17 touchdowns. His father, Marvin 
Trott, played for Auburn, and his grandfa- 
ther, Bobby Barnes, played football and base- 
ball for Alabama. Trott grew up an Alabama 
fan, but is looking at all of his options. Trott 
has received offers from Alabama, Auburn, 
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Miami, Florida, Clemson, LSU, Vanderbilt, 
and Nebraska. Trott lists Alabama, Auburn, 
Miami, and Florida as his favorites. 

One of the fastest and most athletic tight 
ends in the country is 6-3, 220-pound Gabe 
McKenzie of Davidson High School in 
Mobile. McKenzie has been ranked by 
Thelnsiders.com as the eighth best tight end 
in the country and is ranked as the second 
best player in Alabama by The Birmingham 
News. As a junior, McKenzie caught 26 pass- 
es for 367 yards with 14 touchdowns. The 
two in-state schools will have a tough battle 
as some of the nation’s top college teams are 
hoping to lure him out of Alabama. Ala- 
bama, Auburn, Miami, Florida, and LSU 
have all extended offers. Florida is in the 
lead for McKenzie, but others—including 
Alabama-are being favorably considered by 
McKenzie. 

Charles Hoke of Briarwood Christian in 
Birmingham is 6-7, 235, and runs a 4.8 40. 
Hoke is rated by TheInsiders.com as a three- 
star player and is ranked fourth in Alabama 
by The Birmingham News. As a junior, Hoke 
hauled in 57 receptions for 945 yards with 
seven touchdowns. Hoke has two former 
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teammates on the Alabama squad, Tim and 
Simeon Castille, but that is not expected to 
play in Hoke’s decision. Alabama, Auburn, 
Georgia Tech, North Carolina, Vanderbilt, 
and Duke have extended offers. 

Careg Bonner of Huntsville High may be 
the darkhorse in the group of outstanding 
tight ends. The 6-3, 230-pounder, a 4.6 man 
in the 40, had a great summer and should 
have a strong senior season. TheInsiders.com 
has Bonner rated as a three-star player and he 
is ranked 13th by The Birmingham News. As a 
junior Bonner hauled in 59 passes for 929 
yards and 13 touchdowns. Alabama and 
Auburn are neck and neck for this top 
prospect. Tennessee, Nebraska, Clemson, 
Mississippi State and Michigan will push 
hard until signing day. 

Other tight end prospects in Alabama are 
Ty Maloney 6-4, 240, Florence; and Joseph 
Robinson, 6-0, 220, 4.7, Minor. 

OFFENSIVE LINE 

The best of the offensive line prospects is 
Evan Cardwell of Brooks High School in 
Killen, The 6-2, 290, 4.9, offensive tackle, 
made an early commitment to Alabama on 
June 1. Cardwell is rated by TheInsiders.com 
as a three-star player and is ranked as the 
18th best player in Alabama by The Birming- 
ham News (which probably ranked him down 
since he had already committed to Bama). He 
had offers from Alabama and Notre Dame, 
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among others. Cardwell, very quick and ath- 
letic, was recruited as a center, but could end 
up on the defensive line. As a junior, he 
recorded 78 tackles, 18 tackles for loss, and 
four quarterback sacks. 

Something of a late addition to the recruit- 
ing radar screen, Tyler Haynes of Vestavia 
Hills, Birmingham, is 6-4, 285, 5.0. Haynes 
comes from a family of rich Alabama football 
heritage. His uncle, George Salem, played for 
the Crimson Tide in the 1980s. His grandfa- 
ther was the starting tailback in the 1950s. 
His uncle, linebacker Greg Haynes, played in 
the late 1970s. His great uncle, Ed Salem, was 
a Tide All-America in 1950. An excellent 
blocker, Haynes lists Alabama as his favorite. 

R.J. Brisbon, 6-5, 300, 5.4, from Mont- 
gomery Lee, has an impressive list of over 25 
scholarship offers, including, Alabama, 
Auburn, LSU, Tennessee, and Ole Miss, 
Brisbon is open with his decision. Brisbon’s 
ormer teammate, Antoine Caldwell, signed 
with Alabama for the class of 2004, and is a 
good friend of Brisbon. Brisbon’s off-season 
work ethic has helped his stock rise and sever- 
al colleges are hoping to land this big time 
prospect. 

Coffeeville High School’s Anthony 
Dunning, 6-3, 325, 5.5, has received an offer 
from Auburn and some small schools. 
Thelnsiders.com has rated Dunning as a 
three-star player and he is ranked 23rd by 
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The Birmingham News. At summer camp, 
Dunning impressed coaches with his good 
mobility for a big guy. If Alabama were to 
offer, Dunning would likely commit. 
Dunning is also considering Auburn, LSU, 
Southern Miss, and Ole Miss. 

Other offensive linemen receiving interest 
include Dezmon Bone, 6-7, 270, 5.5, Butler of 
Huntsville; Micah Brown, 6-2, 270, Charles 
Henderson of Troy; Chris Burkhalter, 6-2, 
250, 5.4, Clay County, Ashland; Johnny 
Carpenter, 6-3, 290, Citronelle; Will Crafts, 
6-4, 295, East Limestone, Athens; Wes Davis, 
6-3, 305, Southern Academy, Greensboro; 
Scott Deaton, 6-6, 270, Oak Mountain, 
Birmingham; Andrew Farr, 6-3, 300, 5.2, Pell 
City; Austin Franks, 6-1, 230, Pinson Valley. 
CJ. Herring, 6-3, 320, 5.3, Citronelle. Brian 
Huckenstein, 6-3, 290, Phil Lowery, 6-4, 312, 
Hatton; Fred Mack, 6-4, 290, Greenville; 
Andrew McCain, 6-6, 260, 4.9, Birmingham 
Briarwood Christian; Wayne Pass, 6-2, 290, 
5.4, Cullman; Paul Selmon, 6-6, 290, Mont- 
gomery Lee; Andrew Showalter, 6-3, 290, 5.1, 
Opp; and Will Vickery, 6-3, 300, Winfield. 

DEFENSIVE LINE 

Although Alabama signed a number of de- 
fensive linemen last year, and will probably 
re-sign a few of them this recruiting season, 
there is always a need for big, aggressive men. 
Several candidates are playing their senior 
seasons in Alabama high schools. 
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Prattville has become a recruiting hotbed in 
recent seasons and Alabama has been the 
beneficiary of a number of top prospects. 
This year one of the best is Prattville end 
Bobby Greenwood, 6-6, 235, 4.85. He is 
ranked by Thelnsiders.com as a three-star 
player and is ranked 12th by The Birming- 
ham News. Greenwood is a high motor player 
with great speed and quickness. Greenwood 
likes the Tide, but is giving consideration to 
Florida State, LSU, Auburn and Vanderbilt. 
He has a 3.8 GPA and a score of 22 on the 
ACT. 

Patrick Pinchon, 6-2, 250, 4.8, from 
Danville recorded 66 tackles, 12 tackles for 
loss, 11 sacks, one blocked punt and one 
fumble recovery as a junior. Pinchon is 
ranked by ThelInsiders.com as a three-star 
player. Pinchon favors Alabama over Auburn 
and Ole Miss, but does not have an offer. 

Williamson High School in Mobile has one of 
the most impressive players in the state. 
Antonio Coleman, 6-2, 230, 4.65, finished last 
season with 217 tackles and 13 sacks. Coleman 
was named Williamson Player of the Year and 
was runner-up for Class 5A Lineman of the 


Bobby Greenwood 


has many top linebacker prospects, but these 
few pack a powerful punch. The best may be 
Fairfield outside linebacker Rex Sharpe. 
Sharpe is 6-3, 215, and runs a 4.6 40. As a ju- 
nior, Sharpe had 154 tackles, three sacks, 12 
tackles for loss, and one interception. He also 
caught six touchdown passes as he doubled 
at wide receiver. Sharpe is a member of 
Thelnsiders.com South Hot 100 and is 
ranked ninth by The Birmingham News. With 
early offers from Auburn, LSU, Georgia, 
Clemson, and Louisville, Sharpe's stock will 
continue to rise as the season progresses. 
Sharpe grew up an Alabama fan, but an offi- 
cial offer from the Crimson Tide has not been 
extended at this time. If Alabama were to 
offer, Sharpe would be considered a very 
strong lean. 

CJ. Brown from powerhouse 6A Prattville 
is one of the key players for the talented- 
laden Lions. Brown, 6-1, 215, 4.6, is one of 
the strongest players in the state for his size 
with a bench press of 315, squat of 435, and 
power clean of 295. Brown is considered a 
strong Alabama lean. Arkansas, Auburn, 
Southern Miss, Clemson and Vanderbilt are 


Year. Coleman plays defensive end, but could 
be a linebacker in college. Coleman prefers de- 
fensive end. Alabama, Auburn, Tennessee, and 
Florida State lead for his services. 

A player who made a name for himself this 
summer is 6-3, 300-pound Byron Walton, a 
tackle from West Morgan, Trinity. As a junior, 
Walton had over 50 tackles, despite missing 
much of his junior year due to injuries. 
Walton has told the Alabama coaching staff 
he is basically commited, but would like to 
bring his mother to the campus before mak- 
ing his final decision. Schools, such as 


Florida and Ole Miss, are trying to persuade 
Walton to reconsider. 

Other defensive linemen who could emerge 
as top prospects include Michael Adams, 6-3, 
225, 4.7, Pelham; Jerrod Anderson, 6-1, 220, 
4.8, Prattville; Brandon Bates, 6-4, 270, 
Deshler, Tuscumbia; Johnathan Benjamin, 6- 
4, 205, Baldwin County; Sen’derrick Marks, 
6-2, 255, Vigor, Pritchard; L.D. Scott, 6-2, 
265, 4.8, Auburn; and Ray Williams, 6-1, 
275, Demopolis. 

LINEBACKER 
No one is suggesting the state of Alabama 


Alabama Off To Good Start In Football Recruiting 


showing the most interest. 

Marquino Siler, 6-0, 230, 4.6, Charles 
Henderson, Troy, is a very powerful lineback- 
er with a bench press of 300, and a squatmax 
of 530 pounds. Siler has family ties to 
Alabama, with Cornelius Griffin and Quincy 
Jackson as cousins. Florida, Tennessee, and 
Southern Miss are recruiting Siler, but 
Alabama is considered a strong favorite. 

Other linebackers in Alabama receiving in- 
terest are Jason Busby, 6-4, 255, 4.6, 
Scottsboro Christian Academy, and Danny 
Stiff, 6-2, 215, 4.65, Hoover. 


prospects, Wide receiver Nikita Stover and tailback Aaron Johns 

had announced for the Crimson Tide. This year, when Alabama 
can sign a full complement of 25 players, Bama has received seven 
commitments for the Class of 2005. They are offensive linemen Evan 
Cardwell and Michael Johnson, linebacker Baron Huber, free safeties 
Sam Burnthall and Cory Reamer, junior college defensive lineman, 
Henry Smith, and quarterback, Jimmy Barnes. 

That does not include as many as five 2004 signees who are expected 
to re-sign with Bama. They are quarterback John Parker Wilson, offen- 
sive lineman Drew Davis, defensive end Travis McCall, and defensive 
linemen Brandon Fanney and Lorenzo Washington. 

Evan Cardwell, 6-3, 290, 5.0, Brooks High School, Killen, Alabama, 
was the first player to commit to Coach Mike Shula for the 2005 sign- 
ing class. (See Page 27.) 

Michael Johnson is the second offensive lineman to make his pledge 
to play for Alabama. The 6-6, 270-pounder is from Pine Forest High 
School in Pensacola, Florida. After having an impressive camp al 
Alabama, Johnson received his offer. Johnson is an excellent student 
with 3.8 GPA and a 27 ACT. 

Alabama went into Tennessee and landed Powell High School star 
Baron Huber. Huber is a 6-4, 240 linebacker who runs a 4.7 40. Huber 
transferred to Powell from Central High School in Knoxville for his se- 
nior season. As a junior, Powell recorded 112 tackles, two intercep- 
tions and six forced fumbles with one fumble recovery. Huber is a pos- 
sible defensive end in college. Huber had an outstanding performance 
at Alabama's camp. 


Te: time last year Alabama had two commitments from football 
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Cory Reamer of Hoover High School is a 6-3, 190 free safety who 
runs a 4.7 40. As a junior, Reamer had 65 tackles, four interceptions, 
and 10 pass breakups. Reamer will join former teammates Curtis 
Dawson and John Parker Wilson. Several schools had extended offers 
to Reamer including Georgia Tech, Southern Miss, and Vanderbilt. 

Alabama reeled in a second free safety commitment in Sam Burnthall 
from Decatur High School. Burnthall is 6-2, 190, with 4.65 speed. 
Burnthall is a very physical free safety, loves to hit, and will go for the 
ball. He will get his first look at safety, but could grow into a lineback- 
er. His Alabama scholarship offer followed a great camp performance. 

Junior college defensive lineman Henry Smith is 6-2, 320, and runs a 
5.0 40. Signing originally with Alabama in 2002, Smith attends East 
Central Community College in Decatur, Mississippi. During his senior 
year of high school at Aliceville, Smith was named the state’s 3A 
Lineman of the Year after making 190 tackles, 10 sacks, and 14 tackles 
for loss. Smith is a very good pass rusher and can make plays from 
sideline to sideline. Smith needs 16 hours in order to graduate and 
plans to enroll in January. Smith will have three years to play two. 

Los Alamitos (California) High School quarterback Jimmy Barnes 
pulled the trigger the second week of August. The 6-5, 220-pounder is 
one of the top quarterback prospects in the country, playing for one of| 
the top programs in California. Barnes had an impressive junior season 
with 2,321 passing yards and 21 touchdowns. Though Barnes has al- 
ways lived in California, his dad, also his coach, is a big Alabama and 
Coach Paul Bryant fan. Barnes grew up watching Alabama football 
games. Barnes received several scholarship offers, but after attending 
camp, he was sold on the Tide program. —Andrew Bone 
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Out Of Town 

A few months ago there were reports from 
Birmingham of an official there wanting to 
give The University of Alabama a way out of 
its contract to play games at Legion Field. 
His plan was for Bama to pay the City of 
Birmingham a million dollars or so to get 
out of the contract. The city would then use 
that money to remove the decrepit East Side 
upper deck. 

Alabama Athletics Director Mal Moore 
wasn't buying. And patience was rewarded. 

When the upper deck failed to pass a safe- 
ty test and the city knew that it could not 
come up with the money to fix the problem 
before the start of the 2005 football sea- 
son—when Bama was next obligated to play 
in Legion Field—The University was released 
from its obligation. 

Alabama had two games remaining on its 
contract with the city-the season-opener 
next year against Middle Tennessee State 
and a game to be determined in either 2007 
or 2008. All Alabama home games will now 
be played at Bryant-Denny Stadium in 
Tusca-loosa. 

The Alabama-Legion Field partnership 
was good for both The University and the 
City of Birmingham for many, many years. 
Alabama played at least one game each year 
in the stadium for 75 years. And for much of 
that time, Alabama's biggest games were at 
Legion Field. That earned the stadium a de- 
served reputation of “Football Capital of the 
South.” Birmingham was a favorite destina- 
tion of regional and national media and an 
extraordinary number of Crimson Tide foot- 
ball games were televised nationally from 
Legion Field. 

Legion Field was the venue when Bryant 
won his 315th game, becoming the all-time 
leader in coaching victories. Some of Bama’s 
most exciting victories, including the 1967 
Kenny Stabler “Run In the Mud” win over 
Auburn; the 31-7 victory over Auburn at the 
end of the 1971 season when Bama was 10-0 
and Auburn 9-0 going into the game; the 
1985 Van Tiffin kick to beat Auburn in what 
many consider the most memorable game 
ever played in the stadium; and the win over 
Florida in the inaugural Southeastern Con- 
ference Championship Game, leading to 
Bama’s 1992 national championship. And it 
was also the site of perhaps Alabama’s most 
bitter loss, a 17-16 decision at the hands of 
Auburn, which blocked two punts and 
scored touchdowns off both in the fourth 
quarter in 1972. 

One reason Alabama lost only two games 
in Tuscaloosa in the 25-year Bryant Era was 
because most of the marquee games were in 
Legion Field. Alabama has an all-time 
record of 160-54-10, the last game a 43-17 
win over South Florida that marked Mike 
Shula’s Bama coaching debut. 

It is possible the upper deck will be re- 
moved since it is not needed for the crowds 
attending functions other than Alabama foot- 
ball. The largest crowds at Legion Field now 
are for the annual Alabama High School 
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Athletic Association football playoffs, which 
are scheduled at Legion Field through 2007, 
but those games and games played by 
Alabama-Birmingham and some other special 
events do not require use of the upper deck. 

Alabama had surpassed Legion Field in 
stadium capacity with the most recent reno- 
vation of the Tuscaloosa facility in 1998 
bringing capacity to 83,818. Legion Field 
could seat 83,091 with the upper deck. (By 
the start of the 2006 season, Bryant-Denny 
is expected to have a capacity of 90,000- 
93,000.) 

The end of the Alabama-Legion Field part- 
nership was handled with dignity on the 
part of the Birmingham Park and Recreation 
Board Director Melvin Miller and The 
University’s Moore. The Park Board pointed 
out the role that Bama football had played 
for 75 years at the once-grand stadium. 

Alabama's Moore said, “The University of 
Alabama has enjoyed a 75-year partnership 
with Birmingham and Legion Field and we 
certainly appreciate the manner in which 
this recent situation has been handled. The 
Crimson Tide has played some of its greatest 
football at Legion Field and Alabama fans 
will forever enjoy fond memories of those 
wonderful games. We appreciate all the 
years we were able to share Alabama football 
with the citizens of Birmingham and the su- 
perb way in which they hosted Tide fans 
from around the country.” 

Now, what about the bust of Coach Paul 
Bryant on Graymont Avenue in front of 


Legion Field? It is believed it will be moved 
to Tuscaloosa, either to Bryant-Denny Stad- 
ium or to the Paul W. Bryant Museum. The 
bust was donated to Birmingham by the A 
Club, an organization of former Alabama 
letter winners, in 1987. 


Olympic Success 

The University of Alabama is well repre- 
sented in the 2004 Summer Olympics, with 
14 athletes or coaches in Athens, Greece. 

In the opening days of Olympics competi- 
tion, Alabama gymnastics signee Terin 
Humphrey was a crucial part of the silver- 
medal-winning United States team. 
Humphrey had the squad’s second highest 
scores in the balance beam and uneven bars 
in the team finals. 

And then Humphrey, who will enter The 
University in January, did something for her- 
self, winning the silver medal by taking sec- 
ond place in uneven bars. She scored a 
9.662 to finish just behind France’s Emilie 
Lepennec with a 9.687. 

Anne Poleska, representing Germany, was 
the first Crimson Tide athlete to earn an in- 
dividual medal taking bronze in the 200- 
meter breaststroke. Poleska is a rising se- 
nior at Alabama. Vlad Polyakov, a Bama 
swimmer from Russia, finished fifth in both 
the 100- and 200-meter breaststroke. Ex- 
Tider Stefan Gherghel finished fifth in the 
200-meter butterfly representing Romania. 

Gold medal hopes for a former Crimson 
Tide player are alive and well in softball. 


WANTED To Buy 


Alabama Football Memorabilia 


Autographed Items: 
(Footballs, Photos, 
Prints, Cards, etc.) 


Media Guides 


The Following 
Specific Game Programs: 


1955 Alabama vs. Rice 


1954 Alabama vs. Miss. State 
1951 Alabama vs. Miss Southern 
1945 Alabama vs. Keesler AFB 
1942 Alabama vs. Ga N. Pre-Fl 
1942 Alabama vs. Pensacola NP 
1940 Alabama vs. Mercer 

Bowl Game Media Guides 1940 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 


& Programs 


(901) 759-1877 (Day Phone) 
(901) 832-7974 (Evening and Weekend Phone) 
(901) 759-1852 (FAX) 
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Kelly Kretschman is the starting right fielder 
for the American squad, and one of the 
team’s best hitters. The United States was 
undefeated and unscored on in seven games 
of preliminary play. Kretschman was batting 
.333 and leading the team in doubles. 

Alabama's head softball coach, Patrick 
Murphy, was assisting the Canadian team in 
Athens. 

Former Alabama track NCAA champion 
triple-jumper Andrew Owusu carried the 
flag of his native Ghana during the 
Olympics’ opening ceremonies. Former 
3,000-meter steeplechase champion Tim 
Broe will represent the United States when 
track and field competition begins, 

Other Crimson Tide athletes or coaches 
represented in the Olympics are: Brendan 
Ashby (swimming, Zimbabwe), Spiros 
Bitsakis (swimming, Greece), Igor Erhartic 
(swimming, Yogoslavia), Arlene Semeco 
(swimming, Venezuela), Apostolis 
Tsagarakis (swimming, Greece), Susan 
Bartholomew Williams (triathlon, United 
States) and Sidney Cartwright (track and 
field coach, Bahamas) 


Unexpected Loss 

Late in the summer, Alabama's baseball 
team suffered an unexpected loss. Right- 
handed pitcher Andrew Walker, an upcom- 
ing senior from Prague, Oklahoma, signed a 
professional contract with the Texas Rangers 
and was assigned to Spokane of the 
Northwest (rookie) League. Walker was 
counted on to be a weekend pitcher in 2005. 
The lateness of the loss hits Bama baseball 
hard because it is too late to recruit a re- 
placement in August. Walker was primarily 
used against non-conference opponents in 
mid-week games last season and had a 3-0 
record and 3.40 earned run average. 
Unexpected Promotion 

One could say it is bad luck to be in the 
New York Yankees organization and playing 
the same position as one of the greatest 
players in the game. But circumstances were 
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Dont just toilgate, Tobe o 


good for former Alabama player Andy 
Phillips, who is in that boat. 

One month after winning the Most 
Valuable Player award at the Triple-A All- 
Star game in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, 
Phillips, a native of Demopolis, received his 
first promotion to the major leagues with 
the Yankees. And he replaced all-star third 
baseman Alex Rodriguez on the Yankees’ 
roster. 

But that’s not to say he beat out A-Rod. 

Rodriguez was battling the flu and serving 
a four-game suspension for an altercation 
with Boston's Jason Varitek. 


Golf Success 

Ordinarily Crimson Tide followers would 
not be pleased about an Alabama athlete 
helping to defeat the United States. But 
when former Alabama golfer Lars Brovold 
was selected for the European team in the 
Palmer Cup matches, he was expected to do 
his best. And Brovold’s performance was key 
to helping Europe retain the cup by defeat- 
ing the United States, 14.5-9.5. 

It was Brovold’s 8 and 6 singles match win 
against Billy Hurley that helped lift Europe 
to the win, Brovold’s other two wins includ- 
ed defeating the 2004 NCAA Champion, 
Ryan Moore of UNLV in the four-ball match. 

The Palmer Cup is a Ryder-Cup style com- 
petition that features eight of the top colle- 
giate golfers from the United States against 
eight of their counterparts from Europe. 
Brovold, who was a senior All-Southeastern 
Conference and honorable mention All- 
America golfer on the Crimson Tide golf 
team as a senior last spring, is a native of 
Norway. 

The win gave Europe a 4-3-1 lead in the 
event that began in 1997. The 2004 Palmer 
Cup was played at Ballybunion Golf Club in 
County Kerry, Ireland. The victory in this 
year’s two day event was the largest margin 
of victory ever for the Europeans. The 
Palmer Cup is named for legendary golfer 
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Near Success 

An Alabama golfer and a former Bama 
golfer have nothing to be ashamed of for not 
making it into match play at the 2004 
United States Amateur Championship. Max 
Alverio, who will be a sophomore on the 
Crimson Tide men’s golf team this season, 
shot nine over par, 79, in the second and 
final day of stroke play. Combined with the 
75 he shot in the opening round, it put 
Alverio at fourteen over par and out of the 
cut to continue on to match play. After 36 
holes, the field is reduced to the top 64 play- 
ers and ties out of the original field of 312. 

The U.S. Amateur is one of two interna- 
tional events Alverio, a native of Humacao, 
Puerto Rico, will play within the next three 
months. In October he'll make his second 
career appearance in the World Amateur. 
The 2004 event will be held in his home 
country, Puerto Rico, 

Sean Szerencsits, who lettered on 
Alabama's golf team in 2002-03, did not 
make the U.S. Amateurs match-play cut ei- 
ther. He shot 75-77. 

The 2004 U.S. Amateur was played at 
Winged Foot Golf Club in Mamaroneck, 
New York. 


One Of 64 

Alabama women’s golfer Megan George 
was one of 64 linksters who advanced 
through the stroke play rounds of the U.S. 
Women’s Amateur Championship. George, a 
rising senior from Plymouth, Minnesota, 
carded rounds of 73-80 to finish in a tie for 
39th after the stroke play action at the event. 
Her score left her knotted with teen golfing 
sensation Michelle Wie headed into the 
match-play portion of the championship. 
She dropped her first match in a hotly con- 
tested battle with Grace Woo, 2 and 1. 

The 2004 U.S. Women’s Amateur was held 
at The Kahkwa Club in Erie, Pennsylvania. 


Fall Golf 

Although golf is considered a spring sport 
in college, teams also play a limited fall 
schedule, and it comes into play in final 
rankings. The men’s team of Coach Jay 
Seawell has two September tournaments, 
September 11-12 in Johnson City, 
Tennessee, and September 27-28 at the 
Mason Rudolph in Nashville. 

The women’s team of Coach Betty Palmer 
will host the Ann Rhoads Alabama Intercol- 
legiate at Ol’ Colony in Tuscaloosa 
September 19-21. 


Roberta Alison Set 

One of the nation’s premier college 
women’s tennis events, the Roberta Alison 
Fall Classic, will be held in Tuscaloosa 
September 24-26, hosted by the Crimson 
Tide team of Coach Jenny Mainz. The tour- 
nament will be held in the Crimson Tide's 
new tennis complex, which is scheduled to 
be unveiled September 10. The complex in- 
cludes 12 courts for varsity play. 

The men’s team of Coach Billy Pate will di- 
vide its team for opening play with some 
Tiders headed to the Southern 
Intercollegiate in Athens, Georgia, and some 
to the Baylor Fall Invitational in Waco, 
Texas, both on September 24-26. 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/SEPTEMBER, 2004 


_ Bama Time 


@ Hana Time collegiate 
watches are water 
resistant, feature Citizen® a 4 reine 
quartz movements, are $84.95 
backed by a two year } 
warranty and come packaged 
in tin gift boxes. 
Elite model is available 
with oiled leather strap or 
stainless steel bracelet in 
men's and women's size. 
Chrome Varsity has 
stainless steel bracelet 
and is available in men's 
and women's size. 
Playmaker model has a 
padded leather strap. 
Available in one size. 4 
Wall clocks have quartz ; FPtayinaker 
movements, require one "AA" $39.95 
battery, two year warranty. . 
Window carton packaging. 
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To order by credit card, call: 


800 713-2261 


To order by mail, send check or money order to: 

Bama Watch, PO Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, 

AL 35486. Add 6% sales tax for Alabama 

residents. Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. $8.95 for 

UPS ground shipping and handling for first item. 

Add $1.00 for each additional item. Rush delivery 

is normally available at following rates for one 

item: $19.95 for one day or $10.95 for two day . 

service plus $1.00 for each additional item. Chrome 


w/leather Varsity 
$84.95 $69.95 


Men's and Women's Size Men's and Women's Size Men’s and Women's Size 


Robi 

Continued from Page 19 

back. I learned the hard way that the quar- 
terback’s not going to throw me the ball. So 
I focused more on trying to read the receiver 


through the whole route and it seemed to 
pay off toward the end of the year. 
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moundville.ua.edu 


“My number one goal this year is to forget 
the last play and move on to the next play,” 
he said. “That's one thing I did last year. | 
would dwell on a bad play. This year my 
focus is to make each play a new play and 
just work my hardest on each play-really 
just make plays this year. It has a lot to do 
with confidence; that’s where it starts. Its a 
confidence issue. | learned a lot last year and 


13 miles south of | 20/59 & Tuscaloosa off Highway 69 S 
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going into this season I have a lot to remem- 
ber.” 

Robinson, a two-way player his senior year 
at Huntsville’s Butler High School, was a 
quarterback on offense and defensive back 
on defense. He threw for 1,338 yards and 
seven touchdowns, completing 72-of-114 
passes. He also rushed for 466 yards on 85 
carries, adding six rushing touchdowns. But 
as a freshman and sophomore, Robinson 
was one of the top receivers in the area. 

Known as “Bino” by his teammates and 
friends, Robinson said the nickname came 
in a ‘round about way. “My high school 
teammates were joking on my name, calling 
me Rambo and Rambino. Eventually it just 
turned into Bino and it followed me to 
Alabama.” 

Bino’s task for 2004 is to stick to receivers 
like the nickname stuck to him, and the 
blue-collar corner is looking forward to the 
challenge. “I just want to produce and help 
the team out the best way | can,” he said. 
“I'm going into the fall with my head held 
high and trying to make some plays.” 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


FOOTBALL 
YEARBOOK 
is now avail- 


able. 


But we've told you that in past 
years and you waited too long. 
The past three yearbooks have 
sold out. You can get yours now 
for only $12 (includes shipping 
and handling) by calling 


1-800-713-2261. 


Visa and Mastercard. 
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Tear out this Ad and return it to one of these participating GE Monogram Dealers for a 1 year additional Service Agreement 
with every Monogram appliance you purchase. ($129.00 retail value per year, per appliance). 
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If So, SportsFanTreasures.com Offers You These Preseason Savings! 
Check out the oosy Es to save on AR favorite Tide, fesbions gue collectibles! 


Sarees your friends and family with 
this Brand New Chip N Dip Platter that takes 
Alabama tailgating to a higher level. This full- \ 
size ceramic dish is FDA approved and Whether its for game days or r other épportuntties to fashion your Alabama pride, these 
dishwasher safe. Sign up Big Al for great Crimson Tide Polo Shirts will make you loudly exclaim, “Roll Tide!” These shirts are 
tailgating fun today! $59.95 100% combed cotton baby pique knit that's available in M, L, XL & XXL 
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Color your gameday experiences in Crimson! = 

Seat Cushion: $21.95 Features great padded comfort and many pockets for drinks, cell phone and Asa salute to Alabama’ s undefeated 1966 
program. season, Kenny Stabler signed a select 20 
i i Alabama #12 full-sized authentic Riddell 


12 Pack Cooler: $21.95 Insulated to “Cool” your Crimson Spirits before & after the big game. 
Two-Color tent: $210 featuring 9’ x 9’ water resistant canopy with 6 ft high clearance, heavy duty 
frame, ground paiee and easy carrying case. 

Stadium Seat: $17.95 Features great back support, padded comfort and easy attachment to 


helmets with his signature and "1966 11-0" 
inscription. Stabler led the undefeated 
squad outscored their opponents 301-44. 

bleachers. Before thrashing Nebraska 34-7 in the 
Adult size folding chair: $29.95 Holds up to 300 pounds with great comfort: Includes drink holder & Sugar Bowl. Your signed helmet will 
carrying case, include a certificate of authenticity and 
sam Clr 1Fit will be a treasured addition to your 
‘2, Crimson Tide collection. Hurry and order 
because supplies are extremely limited! 
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